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The Gospel: God’s Only Way, Galatians 1:1-10 

 

When you take a flight the airline’s final announcement is usually something like this; thank you 

for choosing our airline, we know you have a choice when you fly and we hope you decide to 

choose us again. In so many areas of life we have many good options. When it comes to the 

gospel can we really say there is only one way to God? 

There are many clever illustrations about there being many ways to God. They can never alter 

the fact that Jesus is the only way to God. In the book of Galatians Paul does everything he can 

to establish that any other Gospel other than faith in Christ is no gospel at all. 

Galatians is Paul’s most explosive letter because Paul is defending the most central point of the 

gospel. Is it by faith that we are saved or do we work and keep the commandments? Do we 

conduct ourselves in a morally acceptable way to become Christians? 

Verses 1-5 is the greeting of Galatians. It underscores the aspects of the true Gospel that Paul 

writes to defend. The emphasis is on the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins to 

rescue us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father. 

Verse six of chapter one begins the body of the letter. Paul has, up until now, always started his 

letters off with something positive to say, even to the Corinthians. This time he comes out 

swinging. These are the harsh words at the start of the body of this letter. 

Astonished! 

Deserting the savior! 

Turning to a different gospel! 

He calls them confused! 

He accuses some of perverting the gospel! 

He even calls those who are doing the confusing to be eternally condemned. Twice! 

Who is it that has Paul so upset? The Judiazers. They teach that you must first become a Jew and 

keep the law before you can put your faith in Christ and become a Christian. They were 

disturbing the churches that Paul established in the area of Galatia. 

In order to undermine the churches that Paul planted these Judiazers had attacked Paul’s 

character too. Paul needed to remind the churches of Galatia that God called him and not man. 

Galatians 1:1 

Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who 

raised him from the dead— 

Paul’s authority verses 1-2, 10 



Paul is not one of the twelve apostles. But Paul has three qualifications that gives him the 

authority of an Apostle: 

1: Paul seen the risen Lord on the Damascus road (1 Corinthians 9:1) 

2. He had a personal call from Christ. He emphasized that aspect of his Apostleship here. (1 

Corinthians 1:1, Galatians 1:1) 

3. He had the testimony of spiritual fruit, (1 Corinthians 9:12), you are my seal 

Paul established his spiritual authority. He was speaking as a God called apostle. 

He defends the man pleaser charge in verse 10 

Galatians 1:10 

Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I were 

still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ. 

The Judaizers were telling the churches that Paul established that he just tries to please people. In 

Acts 14:1-20 we read that Paul was stoned and left for dead in Galatia. That is not what you 

think of as what happens to a people pleaser. Paul was a God pleaser. He wanted God’s approval 

not mans. The way he wrote this harsh letter in tone points to the fact that he was not simply 

trying to please man. 

As a God pleaser he paid a high price in suffering. If I were trying to please man I would not be a 

servant of Christ. Paul was a converted Pharisee. He established his authority as apostle and 

servant of Jesus Christ. 

It can become all too easy to become a people pleaser rather than a God pleaser. Many of us have 

been people pleasers all our lives trying to please parents, teachers and friends. As disciples of 

Jesus Christ it is time to think more about pleasing God rather than how to please others. 

The True Gospel vs 3-5 

When Paul begins the body of his letter he blasts the false Gospel and anyone who receives a 

false gospel. But Paul puts forth the true gospel. Just look at his introduction and (also you can 

see how it permeated his letters) 

You can see that he teaches that Jesus Christ alone is sufficient. You can see that for Paul 

everything rests on the resurrection of Jesus Christ and that God raised Christ from the dead. 

Grace is the emphasis of verse three. Grace is undeserved favor. This world grace is the 

antitheses of everything Paul opposed in the Judaizers. It is the exact opposite. To somehow 

suggest that we work or earn our salvation was an anathema to Paul. He strongly condemned 

even the thought of this. 

Galatians 1:8-9 

But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to 

you, let him be eternally condemned! 9As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody 

is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! 



Grace is the undeserved gift of God. Peace is the byproduct of this grace. Grace is the basis of 

salvation and peace is the result, peace with God. Since we have been justified with faith we 

have peace with God. (Romans 5:1) 

In verse four we see Paul emphasizing the true gospel pointing to the atonement and the cross. 

Christ gave himself on the cross and that is the central aspect of the true gospel. Jesus willingly 

laid down his life, the just for unjust. 

Why did Jesus die on the cross? I was because of our sin. It was to rescue us from our sin. 

There was no other way that we could be rescued from our sin, except that Jesus give himself for 

our sin on the cross. If we could by good moral behavior earn our salvation it would not have 

been necessary for Jesus who is God to take on humanity and be shamed and crucified. 

Look at the ingredients: 

Grace- undeserved gift 

Atonement- cross, rescue 

Resurrection- Power to give spiritual life. 

And the Result: Peace 

This salvation is available through faith in Jesus Christ. How can you add to this? 

To add to this destroys the faith. (Gal 2:16). 

Paul uses strong language. This is serious and he is angry. He has the right kind of anger. He is 

angry because of those who attacked God and his salvation, not about those who mistreated him. 

Galatians 1:6 

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ 

and are turning to a different gospel— 

The different Gospel vs. 6-9 

The primary objective of the false teachers was to attack the doctrine of salvation. Satan is the 

father of lies and he works through false teachers. Satan is actively involved in false doctrine. He 

slips into churches that are pure like the churches in Galatia. His central point of attack is the 

doctrine of salvation. 

The true gospel of grace brings peace, life, liberty, deliverance and freedom. Any different 

gospel brings bondage, spiritual death, legalism and drudgery. 

It is really no gospel at all. Gospel means good news and this is bad news. 

Galatians 1:7 

Which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are 

trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 



In verses 8 & 9 Paul calls for these opponents of the true gospel, whomever they might be, to be 

eternally condemned. They should be accursed because they are an anathema. Paul said this 

applies to me if I would distort Gospel in this way. 

Galatians 1:8-9 

But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to 

you, let him be eternally condemned! 9As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody 

is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let him be eternally condemned! 

When someone adds works to salvation by grace through faith in Jesus, beware, this is an 

anathema. It transforms trust in Christ to trust in works. It becomes trust in law. Paul is 

astonished that the churches went from faith in Christ to faith in works. 

Run from anything that says: faith + something = salvation 

Remember the reformation cry: solo faith 

“And Galatians was not only Paul’s trumpet blast for freedom in Christ in the fist century, but 

Galatians was the battle cry of Martin Luther in the Protestant Reformation,” Herschel Hobbs 

It is not faith in Christ plus baptism. 

It is not faith in Christ plus church membership. 

It is not faith in Christ plus sacraments. 

It is solo faith. It is faith in Jesus Christ alone. 

Jesus paid it all. He died for your sin. You did not is any way shape or form, work your way to 

salvation. It was completely faith in Christ. 

Have you discovered the true gospel? Salivation is by faith in Jesus Christ alone? 

As a young monk Martin Luther thought that salvation was attained by works. It was Galatians 

that unlocked the door. He discovered that it is by grace through faith. It is faith alone. Salvation 

comes through faith in Christ plus nothing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel: Changing Lives, Galatians 1:11-24 

 

 

The elements of a testimony in Christ can be divided into three sections. First is describes what 

life was like before coming to Christ. The second part is describing just how it happened at the 

time of meeting Christ. Then finally is describes what life was like after coming to Christ. When 

you put these three sections together in one testimony it highlights how someone was radically 

changed by the gospel. 

Paul had a radical change by the gospel. His life was so radically changed that it was beyond 

what many could believe. Paul who had previously been the most fearsome persecutor of 

Christians is now preaching the gospel. How did this happen? He met Jesus. 

For Paul it was an incredible conversion. Besides what we find in this passage in Galatians 1:11-

24 we have a few other scriptures to tell us more. We find more about Paul’s testimony in Acts 

chapter 9 and Acts chapter 22. Paul’s life is a testimony to what God can do. 

Paul continues this section of Galatians chapter one with what he already started. He is not a man 

pleaser; rather he is a God pleaser. The Judaizers brought a false gospel to the churches. Paul 

started his missionary work in the region of Galatia. Now those Judaizers who oppose Paul have 

attacked his character. 

The introduction to Paul’s testimony 

Galatians 1:11-12 

I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up. 12I 

did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus 

Christ. 

The gospel, the good news in Jesus Christ is not made up by man. What Paul preaches is from 

God. Man made religions have rules to obtain salvation. There is a system of works to reach 

God. 

In the gospel God reached down by grace and He does it all. The price of salvation has been paid 

in full by Jesus at cross. We receive salvation as a free gift. No, it was not man made. The gospel 

Paul preached was revealed to Paul by Jesus Christ. 

Paul’s life Before Christ 

Galatians 13 – 14 

13For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the 

church of God and tried to destroy it. 14I was advancing in Judaism beyond many Jews of my 

own age and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 



Before Paul met Christ he had a different name; it was Saul. He was born in the home of a strict 

Pharisee. Paul was a dedicated Pharisee himself. He was a prodigy and showed himself to be the 

best in Judaism. He studied under the best Rabi, Gamaliel who was a member of the prestigious 

Sanhedrin. Paul was a zealous Jew. 

Paul hated the gospel of Christ. He hated those who preached it. He hated those whose lives had 

been changed by it. He did all he could to oppose the name of Jesus. He hated Christianity so 

much so that he even approved of Stevens death recorded in Acts 7. 

He made murderous threats and had Christians imprisoned. He believed that Jesus was an 

imposter. He saw Christianity as a threat to his Judaism which was his whole life. Paul was 

obsessed with destroying the Christian faith. He was on his way to Damascus to arrest and 

persecute Christians when he saw the blinding light on the Damascus road. 

When Paul met Christ 

Galatians 1:15,16a 

But when God, who set me apart from birth and called me by his grace, was pleased 16to reveal 

his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles 

God had different plans for Saul. He was on his way to arrest Christians, but on his way to 

Damascus, he met Jesus and his grace, the undeserved favor. He saw the brilliant blinding light 

of the risen Christ. Paul fell to the ground. He heard the voice say, Saul Saul, why do you 

persecute me? 

In persecuting the Christians Paul was actually persecuting Christ. Christ is present in his church. 

Saul just asked, Who are you? The response, I am Jesus, who you persecute. 

The men traveling with Paul were speechless. The men with Paul heard voice, but they did not 

see anyone. Paul got up and could see nothing. Paul was blind and led by the hand to Damascus. 

While all this was happening to Paul the Lord told Ananias to go to Damascus where Paul was 

and lay his hands on him. But Ananias questions the Lord and said, I have heard reports of this 

man and he has come here to arrest Christians. But the Lord told Ananias go because this man 

Saul is my chosen instrument to carry the Gospel to the gentiles. 

Ananias went laid his hands on Paul. Immediately scales fell off Paul’s eyes and he was filled 

with the Holy Spirit. He was baptized by Ananias right away. He was blind, but not now. Now 

he sees. He was lost, but now is found. 

Paul met Christ and he was changed forever. Not everyone is on the Damascus road when they 

meet Christ. Not everyone has a dramatic vision, but all become Christians by meeting Christ. 

All find salvation by trusting Jesus, the Son of God who died for our sins. 



In the book of Galatians Paul has been arguing for the uniqueness of the gospel. He states that it 

is not man made. It is not achieved by good deeds but by meeting Christ. Meeting Jesus comes in 

trusting Christ by faith alone. Only Jesus gives eternal life. 

After meeting Christ 

After Paul met Christ on the Damascus road he was never the same again. Everything suddenly 

changed for him. His preaching of Christ drew furor from the Jews. To save his life Paul snuck 

out of the city in a basket. He went to Arabia to be with the Lord who called him. Paul was a few 

days in Damascus before leaving for Arabia. 

Galatians 1:17 

17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went 

immediately into Arabia and later returned to Damascus. 

It was God’s work and what a work. Later on Paul stayed a year in Antioch discipling that new 

church. From there he was sent out on three great missionary journeys. He was all the time 

preaching the gospel and starting new churches. Including the ones he is writing to here in 

Galatia. This letter to Galatia was an outflow of the changed Paul. 

The one who persecuted is now preaching the faith. The one who had such a zeal for legalism is 

now the champion of grace. He was a hater of Christians and now he preaches the faith. The 

worst persecutor is now the most persecuted for the sake of Christ. The Gospel changed Paul. 

People could not believe Paul’s conversion. Put your trust in Christ. Let the Gospel change your 

life. Meet Jesus Christ today and be changed forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel: For All, Galatians 2:1-10 

 

 

Is the Gospel really for everybody? You have probably heard someone tell the humorous one 

liner; you can’t get there from here. That is what the Judaizers were telling the churches in 

Galatia about coming to Christ only they weren’t trying to be funny.  

There were a group of people known as Judaizers who were trying to impose the Mosaic 

ceremonial law on believers in Christ. They were upsetting the churches that Paul started. These 

Judaizers were telling these new churches that to be a Christian you must first become a Jew and 

follow Jewish law and only then could you come to Christ.  

They taught a distorted truth that said you can’t come directly to Christ as a pagan gentile. Paul’s 

calling was as an apostle to the gentiles. Paul himself was a converted Jew, but his ministry was 

to the gentiles. 

If the Apostles in Jerusalem don’t help Paul correct this false teaching then his race has been run 

in vain (Gal 2:2). The Judaizers influence had the potential to ruin the missionary efforts where 

Paul was seeing great blessing. Paul must firmly establish in these new churches that the Gospel 

is for all.  

There was so much at stake in establishing that the Gospel is for all. Spiritual freedom was 

threatened by these Judaizers. We must study this controversy so no one dare tell us that the 

Gospel is not for all.  

The case for Christian liberty Galatians 2:1-5 

Americans can be thankful for their country and the freedoms we enjoy. But there was a high 

price paid for our countries Liberty. The cry of Patrick Henry, “give me liberty or give me 

death,” reminds us of that. Some did die for the cause of liberty.  

Paul was a champion for spiritual liberty. A great struggle was taking place. He performed as a 

champion in the cause of spiritual liberty at the Jerusalem council.  

Flashback to the Jerusalem Council, Acts 15 

Galatians 2:1 

Fourteen years later I went up again to Jerusalem, this time with Barnabas. I took Titus along 

also.  

Paul has expressed astonishment that churches of Galatia have turned from faith alone to faith 

plus law. He says what they have really done is moved from the true gospel to no gospel at all.  



Paul has been this route before. He dealt with this very issue at the Jerusalem council. This 

happened he said fourteen years after his first visit to Jerusalem. Read Acts 15 to get more details 

about this council. In Acts 15:15 states the problem dealt with there; the gentiles must be 

circumcised and required to obey the Law of Moses.  

In Galatians 2:1 Paul mentions that he took Titus with him to Jerusalem and in verse 3 he tells us 

why he did that. Titus was a gentile Christian who was not circumcised. Titus was what in a 

courtroom might be called “exhibit A.” When you read the reference Paul made of Titus in his 

letters, the way Paul addressed him in the Book of Titus, the responsibilities that were entrusted 

to him you see Titus was a faithful Christian.  

Titus stood as a defense that the gospel was for all. You do not have to first become a Jew. You 

don’t have to first become anything. Just come to Christ as you are.  

Titus demonstrated that a gentile can become a Christian. Anyone can come to Christ by grace 

through faith. Titus was a testimony of the fact that when you really serve the Lord it means 

more than just blessing your life. It affects others God uses you. We need more like Titus 

Importance of the council 2, 4, 5 

At the point known at the Continental Divide the water goes on one side to the Atlantic Ocean 

and just nearby all the water that falls goes to the Pacific Ocean. Where it comes down on this 

watershed ultimately makes the difference. The Jerusalem council was a watershed for the early 

Church. It would determine if they were to remain free by grace or slaves by works. The 

outcome is oceans apart.  

The struggle came because legalists were trying to make Christians slaves again, under law. But 

Paul says we didn’t give in because the Truth of Gospel was at Stake. 

The dark ages that came on the church in the third century and lasted until the fifteenth century. 

The struggle for freedom was won. God justifies Jew, Gentile and all the same by faith. All are 

sinners and all need salvation. All must come the same way, by faith in Christ. Jesus death on the 

cross was for you. Eternal life in Christ is available to you.  

The Outcome of the Jerusalem conference. 

Many people go to great lengths to get an autograph from a celebrity. But others take a more 

down to earth approach; they say celebrities put their pants on one leg at a time like everybody 

else. That was Paul’s approach about being at a council with the “so called Pillars’” of the 

church.  

James the son of Mary was there (Jesus half brother) who wrote book of James. Peter who 

walked on water and preached the Pentecost sermon was there. John the beloved disciple was 

there too. Paul says they may have seemed important, but what they were makes no difference to 

me. 

He goes on in verse six to talk about his feelings regarding external appearances. These external 



appearances mean nothing to Paul. He gave up on external appearances when converted from a 

Pharisee to Christian. The bottom line is what’s on the inside.  

Paul did not stand there gawking at their prestigious standing. On the contrary he stood his 

ground and influenced them from making a dangerous derailment that would come, if they 

started requiring that believers first become Jews then Christians.  

Preaching to Gentiles is Valid, Galatians 2:7-9 

Paul had been establishing his ministry independent of Apostles. So why was it now important to 

have them with him on this? If Paul and the other Apostles agree on this their agreement shows 

harmony. The Jerusalem Council is an affirmation that like minded churches cooperate. One 

church was not isolated with its head buried in the sand, there was interaction.  

So Paul left with right hand of fellowship and a stamp of approval for his ministry to the 

Gentiles. This was a boost to the missionary work of the Gospel. The Gospel is for all not just for 

Jews, not just for Westerners, not for just those coming from a Christian family, but for 

everybody. 

It does not matter what background you have. You can come to Christ today. Simply trust Christ 

as your Savior. This is the only way to God for anyone. This is the way for everyone who seeks 

God. Jesus sets you free.  

The Christian life is a relationship with the living God. The religions of the world follow a 

system of legalism. Be set free in Christ. Don’t trust in faith in Christ plus anything, not church 

membership, baptism, following the law. Just simply trust in Christ.  

The Gospel is for all. You can come to Christ now. You don’t have to first become or do 

anything. Don’t wait, don’t first do this or that. Come to Christ now. Come just as you are. Just 

come to Christ. Salvation is by faith in Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel: Opposes Legalism, Galatians 2:11-16 

 

How would you like to walk up to the man who preached the Pentecost sermon, get up close to 

his face, (this man who walked on water), look him straight in the eye in front of a crowd of 

people and say, Peter my buddy, Cephas old pal, you are not preaching the true gospel. You 

better straiten up and fly right.  

  

That’s what Paul did. He rebuked Peter to his face. And there was nothing Peter could do except 

stand there red faced knowing that Paul was exactly right.   

  

In Chapter 1 of Galatians Paul expresses his astonishment that the churches in the region of 

Galatia have so quickly deserted the true gospel for a false Gospel. Then in the first part of 

Chapter 2 Paul flashes back to what is known as the Jerusalem Council described in Acts 15.  

  

There was a monumental issue at stake. The Gospel of Grace was being weighed in the balance. 

At the Jerusalem conference Paul scored a victory for Spiritual Liberty. Just to think that the first 

century church almost abandoned the true gospel for a system of legalism. It was about to 

become like the church of the dark ages before the reformation.  

  

But it got even worse. After the Jerusalem Council it seemed like everyone but Paul was willing 

to compromise the gospel and the central issue of salvation. It was almost like a second rate 

science fiction plot.  

  

You know the movie plot. Aliens invade the earth from outer space and come to take over the 

world. These aliens have a ray gun and all the good guys are under their spell and helping the 

aliens take over the world. Only the movie hero is not affected and he must stand alone (along 

with one heroine) to save the world. He finds a way to get the other good guys back to their right 

mind and he saves the day. Hurray!  

  

The list of the good guys who were under the spell of the Judaizers’ ray gun was unbelievable: 

Peter, Barnabas and James. This time it is not science fiction. Paul is the hero and he must get the 

good guys back to their right mind to save the day for the true gospel. The true gospel opposes 

legalism. 

  

Galatians 2:11-16 
11When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 

12Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, 

he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those 

who belonged to the circumcision group. 13The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that 

by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.  

    14When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in 

front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, 

that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?  



    15″We who are Jews by birth and not ‘Gentile sinners’ 16know that a man is not justified by 

observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that 

we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the 

law no one will be justified. 

  

At the Jerusalem council Paul won a battle for Spiritual Liberty. But any struggle for Liberty is 

never final. Patrick Henry cried, “Give me liberty or give me death.” His cry was regarding 

American freedom from an oppressive English government. It was a battle for free speech and 

freedom of religion.  

  

But Patrick Henry also had to fight for liberty again on another day. This time he helped the 

Baptists of Virginia who had endured cruel punishments, even beatings, because a state church 

formed supported by taxes. They were persecuted from the fellow Americans that had just 

gained their own liberty. Those who had gained their freedom now oppressed others.  

  

Leon McBeth in the textbook The Baptist Heritage/Four Centuries of Baptist Witness says: 

 “Ironically the settlers, who had come from dissenter status, moved to worship according to 

their convictions, established themselves as the official church in America and persecuted those 

who dissented from them.”   page 255 

  

Human nature is drawn to sin. It seems every one of us are prone to legalism and bondage. The 

battle for liberty must be repeated. There was a first century struggle found in the New 

Testament for spiritual liberty.  

  

Legalism is an ongoing issue and we must be aware. Moody Monthly Magazine listed “The 

Trouble with Legalism” as their lead story in 1994. It is as relevant today as at any time. As 

Christians we should never walk by rules, we must walk by faith. The Holy Spirit is our guide.    

  

When I graduated from college I started working as a factory supervisor for Quaker Oats. A man 

who had been a supervisor in that factory for 22 years gave me a book. It was the union contract. 

He told me to read it, carry it, sleep with it and breathe it. The whole thing was full of rules. It 

even had rules on how people were to go to the toilet.  

  

Legalism wants rules. The Moody article, says it this way, “legalism is the lazy way out. 

Christianity is a relationship not a set of rules.” The battle against legalism is not once and for 

all. We are never done with legalism. It will continue to threaten the Gospel. Time after time 

legalism has been defeated only to reappear.   

  

How do we detect legalism? When you see Christianity reduced to a list of do’s and don’ts. 

Legalists are rule orientated, inflexible and judgmental. They will focus on the insignificant. Paul 

described them in Galatians 2:4 “they sneak in to enslave.” 

  

We read that Peter came to Antioch and Paul opposed him (Vs. 11). Peter would eat with 

Gentiles (Vs 12).  He wasn’t bound to dietary regulations. He exercised his freedom in Christ, 

but then certain men came from James and Peter started obeying Jewish law. Peter withdrew 

himself from the gentile believers.  



  

He went back to his old ways like in Acts chapter 10 when he considered himself above even 

going to the house of a gentile. Legalistic hypocrisy had captured him.  Peter was concerned 

about what the legalists would think of him.  

  

They showed their disapproval with their frowns. Peter was now thinking of his reputation. 

Legalists can be very intimidating. They will talk about you if you do not conform. They led 

others astray even Barnabas. Peter how could you do this? After the vision of the sheet you had 

recorded in Acts 10 you can do this? After the Jerusalem council of Acts 15 and what took place 

you can do this?    

  

In some ways I think this is Peter’s worst mistake ever. It may be even worse than when he 

denied Christ. At that point he did not have the Holy Spirit. He had not declared like he did in 

Acts 10:34, “Now I know the gospel for all.”  After all this he let the Judaizers intimidate him. 

Paul says it in verse 11, Peter was clearly wrong.  

  

People do not want to go to a church where they go and meet legalism. The emphasis usually 

shifts to what you don’t do. Before I became a Christian I saw church that way. But a campus 

ministry showed me joy. They talked of Christian life as a great adventure. They emphasized that 

Christ came to bring abundant life.  

  

We don’t want legalism, we want liberty. Peter was undermining the Gospel of grace. We must 

beware. Peter preached the Pentecost sermon after all. We walk by the Spirit. If we are not 

vigilant we may wake up and find we gradually moved to walking in the flesh. How dangerous. 

How relevant this passage of Scripture.  

  

In his book Grace Awakening, Chuck Swindoll has a chapter called Squaring off Against 

Legalism. He says, “One of the most serious problems facing the church is legalism. One of the 

most serious problems facing the church in Paul’s day was legalism. In every day it’s the same. 

Legalism wrenches the joy from the Christian believer and with his joy goes his power. Nothing 

is left but cramp, somber dull listless profession. The truth is betrayed and the glorious name of 

the Lord becomes a synonym for a glooming kill-joy. The Christian under the law is a miserable 

parody of the real thing.”   Grace Awakening p 76 

  

Legalism saps joy from Christian and seeks to sneak in, bring others into bondage. In The 

Masterlife Discipleship course there is section on tendencies. One tendency is a liberator. Other 

people are opened up and grow in Christ when influenced by the liberator. The other tendency is 

a dominator who restricts and controls. The dominator is a classic legalist.   

  

Peter fell to legalism. Even Barnabas was led astray. The more lifeless the church the more 

adamant it becomes about restrictions. I stayed in the home of a man named Angus in Scotland. 

He lived in the Hebrides Islands of Scotland. Before the revivals swept the Hebrides there was a 

spirit of legalism. When he was a boy one Sunday his dog jumped up on him wagging his tail to 

be friendly. He reached down to pet his dog. His father said, “Angus we don’t do pleasurable 

things on the Lord’s Day.”   

  



What can we do? We must emphasize relationship over rules. We must be sure we are walk by 

the Spirit and have not ourselves fallen to legalism. We must be love centered.  

We can encourage others. At times we might have to do what Paul did. Confront an important 

leader who has fallen to legalism. There is no record of it, but surely Peter thanked him later.        

  

Don’t turn Christianity into a list of rules. It takes extra work to be Spirit led. Legalism asks what 

is the rule here? It behaves like a court of law that seeks what has been done before. The 

Liberator asks what is the situation here. How can we do what’s best. He takes into consideration 

that we are dealing with human beings.  

  

Legalism was at its worst when Christ walked the earth. The religious establishment spent great 

efforts trying to intimidate Jesus into following their rules. They were so rigid that they would 

bust open like old wine skins at the first hint of spiritual liberty. They were all about pride and 

conformity.     

  

We have put our faith in Christ. We are saved by faith in Jesus. Let’s continue in faith and walk 

by faith. We need the oil of the Spirit. We must seek freshness in our walk with God. Influence 

of legalism is strong and reappears often. But Galatians teaches spiritual liberty life by the Spirit 

of God.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel: Christ In You, Galatians 2:17-21 

 

                

You may have heard someone describing their conception or rather their misconception of 

Christianity something like this: Christianity is taking the ten things you like to do most and stop 

doing them and taking the ten things you like to do least and start doing them. 

How can you explain this kind of misconception of a life of faith in Christ? 

It is most likely because they have received their idea of Christianity from rulebook Christians. 

They have come in contact with the kind of institutionalized religion similar to the legalism that 

Paul is writing against in Galatians. 

Jesus was around the Pharisees who emphasized the letter of the law rather than the spirit of the 

law. Christ came to give an abundant life (John 10:10). The fruit of the spirit is love, joy and 

peace. Jesus gives us wells of living water that spring from within and we should never thirst 

again. Where the spirit of the Lord is there is Liberty. 

Paul was dead set against a legalistic Christianity. He called it not only a false gospel but no 

gospel at all. Not only were these legalists promoting a rulebook Christianity, but they were 

undermining walking by faith in Christ that Paul taught the churches. 

They told the churches not to listen to the gospel that Paul preached and his doctrines of grace, 

faith, freedom and liberty in Christ. If you do not follow our rules they said, you will have no 

moral anchor. You will be adrift they warned, and you will end up in complete immorality 

without any moral boundaries. They were so wrong! 

They claimed that Paul was leading them to a lifestyle that promoted “if it feels good do it” 

philosophy. But Paul is speaking nothing about moral laxity. 

So what was and what is the response to the legalists? The response is to set forth what it is in 

really living for Christ. Actually it is Christ in you, living through you. This is a classic passage 

for living a life for God. 

The response is found in Galatians 2:17-21. (NIV) 

17″If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we ourselves are sinners, 

does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! 18If I rebuild what I destroyed, I prove 

that I am a lawbreaker. 19For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20I 

have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the 



body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I do not set 

aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for 

nothing!” 

Paul smashes the legalist’s philosophies. He completely refutes the idea that obedience to a code 

of religious law is necessary for salvation. He also blows apart the opposite position of 

antinomianism that they wrongly charged him of. Antinomianism says that there are no moral 

absolutes. He does it by focusing on what Christianity really is; Christ in you and Christ living 

through you! 

The Christian life is letting Christ live through us. There is a children’s illustration that is used to 

make the point. It is the hand in the glove. We are like the glove and Christ in us is like the hand. 

We can do nothing eternally significant until we allow Christ to use us. Gal 2:20 is a great 

theological statement about Christ living in us and through us. 

Paul has preached grace in his Gospel. Now some have come behind him and planted the idea in 

the Galatian churches that grace promotes sin. Does grace promote sin? Paul addresses this in 

Galatians 2:17 when he asks if Christ is the promoter of sin. Never! Paul wants to be very clear 

here. Christ does not promote sin. No way! Of course not! God Forbid! May it never be! 

Grace does not mean that we throw morality out the window. Christianity can be distorted in 

either direction. The Christian path is a narrow road with big ditches on both sides. There is the 

legalism ditch on one side and a licentiousness ditch on the other. 

The legalism ditch is stuck in a rules and regulations Christianity that seeks complete 

conformity. This ditch was the Galatians church problem. On the left side ditch is a disregard for 

morality that is an affront to the Holiness of God. It is a sin without regret that leads to disorder 

and chaos, like at Corinth. Christ is not behind either. 

The false thinking that Paul is accused of is that if you sin you produce more undeserved favor. 

Paul has to clarify that he never said anything like this. Grace frees us to really live for God. Paul 

stated his position clearly in Romans 6:15, “Shall we sin because we are not under law but under 

grace.” By no means! 

God forgave our sin and this is grace, his undeserved gift. Should we go on sinning that grace 

may abound? By no means, Romans 6:15 uses the same phrase as here in Galatians 2:19. For 

through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 

Christ pours out mercy and compassion, not to promote law-breaking. But that we might really 

live for God. Not to escape moral responsibility. Now we have the spiritual resources to live for 

God. Not following a rule book, but walking by faith. We are released from the law to live for 

God not to sin. 

True Christianity transforms culture and turns the world upside down like the early church was 

charged of doing. We won’t make an impact in the ditch. People recognize empty legalism when 



they see it. Without moral boundaries lives will be destroyed. Society will only be more morally 

bankrupt. 

But real Christianity will make a difference. Not legalism. Not promoting sin, but a born again 

spirit filled faith. Paul is getting the church back on track. Only true Christianity, Christ living 

through us will make a difference. 

Galatians 2:20 is a great verse because it is Paul telling us how we live the Christian life. 

This verse is worth memorizing. It will get us back on track when we get in the ditch. And this 

verse tells us how to stay out of the ditch. 

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the 

body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

When Paul says I’ve been crucified with Christ, I died with Christ he is talking about a past 

action that took place at salvation. It is the picture portrayed in baptism of not only Christ’s 

death, burial and resurrection but ours. We died to law. We died to self. Only the hand in the 

glove will accomplish anything. We are born again. There is a new birth followed by our dying 

to self. We have identification with Christ. 

Galatians 2:20 says; Who loved me and gave himself for me. Christ died in your place. Jesus 

didn’t transgress the law, we did. We are sinners who deserve death. Jesus died for you. But 

Christ rose again. There is a new life in Christ. Christ lives in me. 

In Christ your body is now a temple of God. The Spirit of Christ is in you. By faith you submit to 

Christ. He works through you supernaturally. Now in Christ you have spiritual life; like the hand 

inside the glove. It is now Christ in you the hope of glory. 

Christ is the source of true life. That is straight down the Christian path. Paul never swerved into 

the ditch. He had to help the churches that did. In Vs 21 Paul says; if we could attain good works 

ourselves then Christ did not need to die. It is only by grace. Our righteousness comes when 

Christ death counted for me. 

Now we have a relationship with God. Now we sense the heart of God. Now in Christ sin grieves 

us because it grieves God. Now in Christ we have the spiritual resources to live for God. In 

Christ it is not about following rules. It is Christ living in us and through us. It is about walking 

by faith. It is to really live. 

Maybe the Christianity you have known is in the ditch. But you don’t have to. You can live by 

faith in the son of God. Christ has poured out mercy and compassion, not to promote 

lawbreakers, but so that we might really live for God. It is not to escape moral responsibility, but 

Christ living through us. It is to really live for God. 



Here is the strange invitation in Christ. It is an invitation to die to self. We let Christ live in us 

and through us. We die to law, to good works, to selfish ambition, to pride. The rich young ruler 

walked away from this kind of invitation. Will you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Gospel: Start and Continue By Faith, Galatians 3:1-5 

                                                              

Dance with the one who brung ya. In a sense that was Paul’s message to the Galatians. You 

became a Christian by faith in Christ and experienced a new birth. In Galations 3:1-5 Paul asks 

them why switch to human effort to live the Christian life? Faith in Christ brung ya to the dance 

why switch to striving in the flesh? 

Galatians 3:1-5 

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly 

portrayed as crucified. 2I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit 

by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? 3Are you so foolish? After beginning 

with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort? 4Have you suffered so 

much for nothing—if it really was for nothing? 5Does God give you his Spirit and work miracles 

among you because you observe the law, or because you believe what you heard? 

This passage of scripture contains a series of six questions. 

There are only two statements. 

1. You are foolish. 

2. Christ was portrayed before you as crucified. 

So why ask all these questions? It was to make them think. They were not thinking reasonably. 

Paul asks them questions so they will really consider what they have done. 

How did you become a Christian? It is salvation by works verses salvation by faith. In verse 2 

Paul gets to the central question. Tell me this one thing. How did you become a Christian? When 

did you receive the Holy Spirit? 

When you accepted Jesus Christ in your life the Holy Spirit took up resident in your life. In 

Romans 8:9 we read; that if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to 

Christ. 

So Paul was asking; how did you become a Christian? It is a multiple choice of two possible 

answers. 



1. By obeying the law 

2. By believing what you heard (what they heard Paul says in verse one is a clear presentation of 

Christ crucified.) 

Paul forces the foolish Galatians to think. Do you remember the time you became a Christian? 

Think back in your experience. It was not by observing the law. Christ did not come into your 

heart because you did enough good deeds. You do not earn your way to God’s favor. 

None of us ever became Christians through our human effort. God reached down. It may be true 

that some people are better than others. But it is only a matter of one person’s total depravity 

being better than another’s total depravity. You were not saved by your good works. 

It would be like trying to swim across the ocean. Some people with arthritis might not make it 

100 yards. A good athlete might make it several miles. All would fall thousands of miles short 

and end up at the same place at the bottom of the ocean. 

It is futile to attempt to reach God on our own efforts. It is foolish to credit yourself with adding 

to Christ’s work. 

Paul portrayed Christ as crucified. God reached down, took on human nature, born of a virgin, 

lived a sinless life and died on a cross. Salvation is a fee gift of God’s grace which we accept 

though faith. Think back, how did you become a Christian? 

I remember for myself in December of 1981, acknowledging my sin before God, knowing there 

was nothing I could do, asking God to let Christ’s death on the cross count for me. Jesus Christ 

came into my heart and God forgave me. 

Did you need human effort, good works to become a Christian? Did you merit your salvation by 

baptism or church membership? No! Paul asks questions with an obvious answer. They were 

meant to make the Galatians realize how foolish they were. It is not the law or good works that 

save it is faith in Jesus Christ. 

How do you continue the Christian live? 

There is a contrast of living by the flesh verses living by the Spirit. In verse 3 Paul really gets to 

the point. Are you so foolish? 

In the Message version of Galatians 3:3 the verse reads: 

Are you going to continue this craziness? For only crazy people would think they could complete 

by their own efforts what was begun by God. If you weren’t smart enough or strong enough to 

begin it, how do you suppose you could perfect it? 

We live by faith and must continue on to walk by faith. We don’t live out the Christian live in 

the flesh. We don’t accomplish God’s will by human effort. You were brought to where you are 

by spiritual birth. Why revert to human power? 



Think for a moment about a World Series Baseball Game. The team is the Galatian Giants. It is 

the bottom of the ninth and bases are loaded and there are two outs and the Galatians teams all 

star batter is about to take to the plate. He brought them to this point with his powerful homerun 

hitting. 

Before he goes to bat there walks into the dugout someone from another ball club. He begins to 

discredit all the things that the coaches had taught this allstar batter. He talks of being a switch 

hitter, now batting left handed. Somehow it sounds like good advice. Imagine the World Series 

and this all star batter goes out to the plate and starts batting left handed. Strike one. Strike two. 

The team manager, the Apostle Paul goes to talk to him. Are so foolish? Think about it. Did you 

get here batting right handed or left? Have you hit home runs batting right handed or left 

handed? He can only hope the questions bring him to reason. 

Paul is telling the Galatians. Holy Spirit is sufficient. Don’t revert to striving in human effort. 

What happened to get the churches of Galatia trusting human effort for living the Christian life? 

They were running well who cut in on them? 

Verse one says who hypnotized you? What does a hypnotist say? Look into my eyes. Paul has 

painted a portrait of Christ crucified through his preaching. They got their eyes off Christ and put 

their eyes on the Judiazars who said the flesh is the way to live the Christian life. 

If you are driving a car along and everything is fine it would be foolishness to get out and start 

pushing it around wherever you needed to go. If they could have kept their eyes fixed on Jesus 

they could have avoided all this foolishness. 

In verse five Paul asks where is the power. Is it in faith or law? Are miracles the result of human 

striving? No. Miracles are the result of a life of faith. Christ in us and living through us. By faith 

we see the miraculous of the lost save, broken families restored, people hungry for spiritual 

growth and answered prayer. It’s faith a spiritual dynamic. 

These are questions that make us think. Is it faith or works that bring salvation? If you say works 

you have misunderstood salvation and the cross of Christ. Salvation comes by faith in Christ. 

Believe in Jesus Christ, He died on the cross for you. 

Don’t be foolish. Live by faith. Die daily to self and put Christ on the throne of your life. Christ 

at the center. That is where we find the power of the Christian life. 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel: Based On God’s Word, Galatians 3:6-14 

 

 

 

A prominent Theologian was once asked, what is the deepest Theological truth you 

have ever come to understand. His response was, “Jesus loves me this I know, for 

the Bible tells me so.”  The beloved children’s song reveals deep theological truth. 

Jesus loves me, and I know this because the Bible tells me so. The Bible is the 

authority of our faith.   

  

We should not take lightly that the Bible is God’s Word. The Bible has God for its 

author. There are many human authors with diverse personalities and different 

writing styles, but God supernaturally directed each writer, diverse as they were, to 

record His message with perfect accuracy from Moses writing of Geneses to John 

the beloved disciple writing of Revelation.   

  

When the Ten Commandments were given, the voice of God was heard. The 

Mountain shook and there was fear of God in the people. The stone tablets were 

inscribed by the finger of God. Yet all of the Bible is no less authoritative for us 

even though God was using human writers with their own unique writing styles. 

  

In these verses, Galatians 3:6-14 Paul is making his case for salvation by faith. He 

put forth a living faith, not a salvation based on law or works. He has already 

appealed to experience to underscore this in Galatians 3:1-5 asking them to think 

back to what happened.   

  

Personal testimonies are powerful.  But experience is a valid argument for truth 

only as it fits in the parameters of God’s revealed truth in Scripture. Paul 

underscores their experience by demonstrating that it is in line with Scripture.     

  

Paul demonstrates from Scripture that salvation is by faith not law. It is impressive 

when you consider Paul is using only the Old Testament Scriptures of Geneses, 

Leviticus, Deuteronomy and Habakkuk to establish that salvation is by faith and 

not by merit and good deeds or following the law.    

  

Galatians 3:6-14 



Consider Abraham: “He believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness.” 7Understand, then, that those who believe are children of 

Abraham. 8The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and 

announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through 

you.” 9So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.  

10All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: “Cursed is 

everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 

11Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, “The righteous will 

live by faith.” 12The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, “The man who 

does these things will live by them.” 13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 

law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung 

on a tree.” 14He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might 

come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the 

promise of the Spirit. 

  

  

The Gospel Foretold to Abraham Galatians 3:6-9 

  

Paul uses scripture to refute the Judaizers who taught that a mixture of faith and 

works is needed. That is not true. Don’t mix any self effort with faith in Christ. 

Don’t trust your baptism or your church membership for your salvation. Believe in 

Christ only. Salvation comes through faith alone. 

  

The Old Testament teaches salvation by faith. We make a mistake if we think the 

Old Testament teaches salvation by obeying the law.  It is not only the New 

Testament that teaches salvation by faith. The Old Testament teaches salvation by 

faith too. Galatians 3:6 says that Abraham believed God and it was credited to him 

as righteousness.  

  

Genesis 4:24-25 records how Abraham had failed God. He veered from the course 

of faith and had a child by his maid servant Hagar. He tried to accomplish God’s 

plans himself. It was not God’s work. Later he came to a point where he believed 

God by faith. Abraham did put his faith in God and he trusted Him. It was not 

obeying the law.  

  

When Abraham trusted God the law was not even given yet. Galatians 3:17 say the 

law came 430 years later. The law was not given and Abraham was not 

circumcised yet. Paul uses scripture to refute the false teachers that were poisoning 

the churches he established. Paul uses the authority of scripture to establish that 

salvation by faith is God’s way.  



  

Jesus too used the Old Testament scripture to establish doctrinal truth. He was 

establishing the doctrine of the resurrection of the dead. In Matthew 22:32 Jesus 

quotes the scripture that says, “I am the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” 

(Exodus 3:6). This doctrine is based on the point being I am, not I was. God is not 

the God of the dead but the living. When the crowds heard this they were 

astonished. He asked them gave you not read the scriptures?  

  

Paul equates scripture with God’s audible voice in Galatians 3:8. The scripture 

foresaw the Gospel in advance and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham. 

The reference is to Geneses 12:3 through you all nations blessed. The scripture had 

not yet come but he could equate God’s speaking to scripture. Scripture is inspired 

it is the breath of God.  

  

It is clear from the Old Testament what doesn’t save. The law does not save. The 

Law results in condemnation. Galatians 3:10, 12. The Old Testament puts the law 

in its place. Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in 

the book of the law (Deut 27:26 Gal 3:10).  

  

This is bad news for those who say, “I believe I will get to heaven because I try to 

be a good person.” They mix faith and works. Under a curse all who depend on 

obeying the law (trying to be a good person) to save them are under a curse.  

  

When it comes to salvation by faith it’s all or nothing. It is faith alone, not faith 

and works. If you are going to trust the law for salvation then breaking the law of 

God on even one point brings condemnation. We become under a curse. That is 

where the law leaves us, under a curse.  

  

The law requires complete obedience. But isn’t that impossible? Yes. Obeying the 

law is an impossible system.    

  

James 2:10 if you are guilty of breaking one point you are guilty of breaking it all. 

In a chain if one link breaks the chain will not work at all. We all sin Romans 3:23. 

No one has ever been saved by obeying the law, not in the Old Testament and not 

in the New Testament.  

  

The man who does these things will live by them (Leviticus 18:5, Galatians 3:12). 

The law is contrary to faith because it calls for doing something. When you try to 

be a good person for salvation that is the system of law and you are under the 



system the law demands. It is not three strikes and you’re out. It is one foul and 

you are out.  

  

What use is the law? What benefit is the law? The law leads us to faith. It makes us 

aware of our need because it becomes obvious we will not satisfy the impossible 

requirements. Some preachers begin their preaching with the law because it leads 

people to the conclusion they are lawbreakers. The law does that. It brings the 

realization that there is not hope but the gospel and faith in Christ.  

  

The law is futile and being under the law is to be under the doom of an impossible 

system. It is impossible to reach God through works. We must cry out to God by 

faith.  

  

We do find in the Old Testament what does save. It is Faith. Only faith results in 

Righteousness (Galatians 3:11, 13-14).  

  

The righteous will live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4, Galatians 3:11). Paul quotes the 

Old Testament prophet Habakkuk. The law teaches us our condition before God is 

one of a condemned sinner. But on the authority of God’s word we have the 

remedy, faith. Faith is the source of life. Faith pleases God.  

  

For us God will credit righteousness (Romans 4:23, Galatians 5:6). This is for us 

who believe in God and raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. We deserved 

condemnation but Christ became the curse for us. Cursed is anyone who is hung on 

a tree (Deuteronomy 21:23, Galatians 3:13).  

  

  

In Romans 4:25 we read, Jesus delivered up for our sins and raised for our 

justification.  

Jesus became a curse for us. He suffered God’s condemnation by bearing our sins. 

In II Corinthians 5:21 it says, He who knew no sin became sin on our behalf. Old 

Testament lawbreakers were put to death by being hanged on a tree for public 

disgrace. Christ is the sinless one endured the cross, the curse, the penalty we 

deserved.  

  

Christ was not cursed because of his sin but because of our sin. He made a way  

  

Galatians 3:14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might 

come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the 

promise of the Spirit. 



  

Imagine a courtroom scene where a young man stands guilty before the judge of a 

criminal offence. In this story this guilty young lawbreaker is the judge’s son. The 

righteous judge condemns, convicts, and sentences this criminal found guilty to 

pay a fine or face time in prison.  

  

The son cannot pay the fine. He is faced with time in prison. But then the judge 

also the father of this boy takes off his robe assumes his role as father and pays the 

fine. He goes back to the stand puts his robe back on and declares the sentence 

paid.        

  

We stand condemned before God. We broke the law. Our righteous judge passed 

the sentence of death. But he is merciful. Jesus tool off his heavenly robes and 

became a man. Jesus paid the price the just for the unjust. Christ is our hope of 

salvation. It comes through faith alone. This is based on the authority of Gods 

Word. Salvation is through faith alone.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Gospel: God’s Irrevocable Promise, Galatians 3:15-25 

 

 

Be careful not to make a commitment to someone you don’t keep. You might say to someone 

you will send them a copy of a picture you took and then you forget to do it. We have to be 

cautious we do not carelessly make a promise we fail to keep. We are prone to forget what we 

promise. It is part of our human shortcoming.  

  

God is all powerful and perfectly holy. He would never make a careless promise. God’s promise 

is irrevocable. What God promises in the future is a sure as what happened in history. When God 

makes a promise consider it done. God made a promise four thousand years ago and it is 

intensely significant for today.  

  

The Promise Made   
  

Galatians 15-18 
Brothers, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a 

human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 16The promises were spoken 

to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say “and to seeds,” meaning many people, 

but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is Christ. 17What I mean is this: The law, 

introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and 

thus do away with the promise. 18For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer 

depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise.  

  

This passage tells us about God’s promise to Abraham. God made an unconditional promise with 

great significance for us today. When Paul writes this he is referring to Genesis 12:2-3. It is 

God’s promise to Abraham and as we will see for all who believe in Jesus Christ.   

  

In Genesis 12:7 there is a promise to Abraham’s offspring or seed. The promise went beyond the 

nation Israel and the promise land. The promise is for all the families, all the peoples of the 

world. Paul builds a case on the word “offspring” being in the singular, the word also translated 

seed. The plural would mean physical descendents of Abraham. But here Paul says, the word for 

offspring is singular and refers to Christ. It is also for all who believe in Christ and become 

people of faith, spiritual descendents.  

  

Seeds – refers to physical descendents 

Seed- refers to Christ, and spiritual decedents 

   

The Jews who were the physical descendents of Abraham could not grasp this part of God’s 

promise. John the Baptist tried to communicate this unpopular truth to them. He told the 



Pharisees Sadducees Matthew 3:9. Don’t think because you are physical descendents you have 

Abraham as your father. “God could raise up children of Abraham from these stones.”  

It might have been easier for the Jews to accept their being children of Abraham from stones 

rather than what John had in mind, from the Gentiles. But that was God’s plan and only if they 

had properly interpreted scripture they would have realized that. That was God’s promise. Once 

again in Galatians Paul demonstrates salvation by faith alone, not by obeying the law and not by 

good works.  

   

Galatians 3:15 uses an illustration of a human contract. When parties agree no one else can alter 

or change the contract. We have a covenant agreement contract with God.  

  

Let me bring this closer to home. We have a contract with family our members. In case of their 

death we will have guardianship of their children. In case of their death no one, not other family 

members not the government, can change this. We have this covenant agreement. If that human 

agreement is unalterable then God’s covenant is absolutely irrevocable  

  

The Purpose of the Law  
  

Galatians 3:19-20 
What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to 

whom the promise referred had come. The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator. 

20A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God is one.  

  

We have the Old covenant and the New Covenant. The new covenant is the promise fulfilled. 

The promise was made to Abraham before the law. In that sense the new covenant precedes the 

old covenant. If that thought doesn’t impact you then consider this, the New Covenant was 

established before the foundation of the earth. The New Covenant is the oldest one of all. Our 

God is an awesome God.  

  

So the question is valid. What purpose is the law? The law makes us aware we are sinners. The 

law makes us aware of the fact that we are transgressors. The law defines right and wrong and 

we see ourselves in as we are. The law reveals our sin. 

  

The purpose of a bathroom scale is to help me control my weight. Does stepping on that scale 

make me lose pounds? No. It tells me my condition. It tells me what eating four pounds of 

chocolate fudge has done to me. Because of the scale I know my condition and now I am ready 

to take action.  

  

The law reveals my sin. It does not provide me any power to overcome sin. It leaves us 

powerless with no alternative, but to turn to Christ. The Judaizers distorted the purpose of the 

law. They said the law is there to follow and thereby make us holy.  

  

No! The purpose is to show us how unholy we are. We are depraved, totally. Recognizing 

ourselves as sinners prepares us for faith in Christ. To become heirs of God’s promise.  

  

The Purpose Of The Promise  



  

Galatians 3:21-22  
Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had been 

given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22But the 

Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that what was promised, being 

given through faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.  

  

God’s promise imparts spiritual life. This promise gives us power for living. Are the law and the 

promise opposed? No, absolutely not. They are different with different functions. Paul uses the 

illustration of a prison. The law puts us in prison. The promise releases us from prison.  

  

It is described well in the Charles Wesley Hymn:  

  

Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 

Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray— 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 

My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.  

  

The law is not opposed to the promise. God did not contradict himself by giving the law. We are 

imprisoned by the law and made free by the promise. We are set free by faith in Christ. The law 

shows us we need the promise.  

  

The law is actually an expression of God’s Grace. Because of the law we recognize our spiritual 

condition before God and we are willing to accept the free gift of salvation God offers. Law does 

not oppose the promise. They are two covenants with two purposes.  

  

 The results of the Promise  

  

Galatians 3:24-25 
So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 25Now that 

faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law. 

  

The law was put in charge as our taskmaster, our disciplinarian. Have you ever had a 

disciplinarian? I have and I can tell you it is not fun to have a disciplinarian. As a fraternity 

pledge I had a disciplinarian.  

  

His role was to ask, are you in line. They point out the shortcomings. They have the power to 

blackball. To give A negative vote that blocks the admission. They are there to expel you. The 

law is our disciplinarian and shows us our shortcomings. In this case it makes us aware that we 

have already received the blackball from heaven. But there is the promise.  

  



Galatians 3:24 says the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ. Then we read in verse  25 we 

justified by faith in Christ and we are no longer under our disciplinarian of the law. The law is no 

longer our disciplinarian.  

  

In the fraternity pledgeship analogy the disciplinarian was no longer feared when I become a 

fraternity member. He was no longer my disciplinarian he was my friend. Now that I was a 

member we traveled on vacation together.  

  

Once we put our faith in Christ we are free from the taskmaster. The law brings us to a point of 

despair. But then we call on Christ.  

  

Have you come to the point where you see your condition before God? Consider that a gift from 

God. Now be willing to accept God’s free gift of salvation. You will be set free. That is the 

gospel. That is God’s irrevocable promise.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Gospel: Rights of Sonship Galatians 3:26-4:7 

 

                   

 
Father and Son  

When you look at the coaching career of the winningest coach in division 1 basketball, Bobby 

Knight you see he has coached some pretty impressive players. He has coached Isaih Thomas, 

Michael Jordan (on the Olympic team) and other very notable players. Which one do you 

suppose was his favorite to coach? 

There was a picture of Bobby Knight in the newspaper at the height of his coaching career at the 

end of a regular season crying and hugging a player. He was not known for showing a tender 

side. His reputation is based more about his bad temper. But here he was hugging his son Pat 

Knight who was finishing four years of playing for his father. The caption to that picture stated 

that Coach Knight said his son Pat was his favorite player of all time. 

Why was Pat Knight his favorite? He has coached MVPs of national championship teams. Some 

of those he coached later became NBA champions. Pat Knight was destined for none of those 

honors. He was below most of the elite that Knight coached. In the four years he played he was 

never a starter. So why was he the coach’s favorite? The reason is obvious. It had nothing to do 

with scoring ability or ball handling. He was the coach’s favorite only because he is the coach’s 

son. This tells us about the power of Sonship. 

The passage of Galatians 3:26-4:7 is about Sonship. We find here about the tremendous privilege 

of Sonship that comes with faith in Christ. We became Sons of God when we trusted Christ as 

savior. We actually become a child of the king. We are legal heirs to God’s spiritual riches. 

Paul is not the only New Testament writer to emphasize Sonship. The beloved disciple John tells 

us about it too. “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God (John 1:12). 

What does it mean to be a child of the King? What is it to be “Heirs according to the promise, 

adopted sons of God the Father?” (1 John 3:1) It is the greatest privilege of all time. The more 

we understand what God has given us through the Gospel in the right of Sonship, the more we 

will desire to live our lives worthy of our family name. We will desire to have our lives as a 

testimony to the family of God. 



Let’s look at Sonship, our great privilege in Christ. We became sons (and daughters) of God 

through Faith in Christ. 

Galatians 3:26-29 

You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27for all of you who were baptized into 

Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, 

male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to Christ, then you are 

Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

This section of scripture declares the great promise for all who have put faith in Christ. If you are 

a Christian, recognized your sin, repented, put your faith in Christ then you are no second class 

citizen in God’s kingdom. You are a full fledged son of the Heavenly Father. 

How was your status of sons of God brought about? Was it by your merit? No. Was it because of 

your social standing, or education or because you were following religious regulations? Again 

the answer is no. It came only through faith in Christ. 

Verse 27 speaks of Baptism. 

27for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

You were baptized spiritually when you became a Christian. Your water baptism is an outward 

testimony of your new life. It signifies your new relationship. When you study baptism in the 

New Testament you find the pattern; They heard, they believed they were baptized. Baptism is a 

biblical mandate and the command of Christ. 

Only those who have done what is required in verse 26, that is have put their faith in Christ, are 

candidates for baptism. Verse 26 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.” Paul’s 

argument is faith in Christ plus nothing brings salvation. Your baptism is in no way a part of 

your Sonship, being a child of God. 

It follows in verse 27 “clothe yourself with Christ.” The clothes you wear cover you. With faith 

you have clothed yourself in Christ. When you put on Christ you at the same time set aside the 

old warn out garments of sin and put on Christ. One man recently was baptized in the river and 

must have grasped this meaning. As soon as he came out of the water he took off his shirt and 

threw the old shirt down the river. The symbolism is great because when he came to Christ he 

laid aside his old life or metaphorically his old garments. 

Verse 28, There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus. We are all on equal footing. This statement is monumental for the first century 

when women and slaves had almost no rights. There are no divisions neither Jew nor Greek, 

slave or free, male or female. All are one in Christ. All enter God’s family by adoption. The 

same spiritual privilege is for all. Paul is not denying different roles for men and women but that 

all have equality in the eyes of God. 

If you are a son of God, child of the King then your relationship with other Christians is fellow 

sons, brothers and sisters. We are brothers and sisters in Christ. All humanity has God as creator. 



All humans are fellow creations of God made in the image of God. 

But the Bible does not teach the universal Fatherhood of God or the universal brotherhood of 

man. The Bible teaches that with faith in Christ we have Sonship in God as our Father and 

brotherhood among all who have put their faith in Christ. Verse 29 If you belong to Christ, then 

you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

Galatians 4:1-3 

What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no different from a slave, although he 

owns the whole estate. 2He is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 

3So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic principles of the world. 

We are heirs of the promised blessings to Abrahams descendents are for all who put their faith in 

Christ. Heirs in God’s Kingdom 4:1-3. Paul is a doctrinal preacher and writer. Galatians is 

theologically intricate. Paul speaks very specifically down to the shade of meaning. But Paul is 

practical too and he is illustrating here with an illustration that would be understood in his day. 

Vs 1-3 is about theRoman custom of a child that comes of age. In Rome at that time when a child 

became an adult it was fixed by the father. Under the law we are children without adult 

privileges, under restrictions. In our house we have installed certain child safety restraints to 

protect our child from the electric sockets. Our child is a precious family member but as a toddler 

under certain restrictions. But the time will come and we will remove these restrictions. 

When Christ came, the slavery under law and the restrictions done away with and the elementary 

devices put away. It was time for liberty. Paul says an heir doesn’t enjoy the benefits until he 

comes of age. In Christ we have come of age. 

Galatians 4:4-7 

But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5to 

redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6Because you are sons, 

God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7So you 

are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir. 

Paul speaks of spiritual freedom in Gal 4:4-7. There is great impact behind verse 4. Jesus comes 

in God’s fullness of time. God brought forth his son. His son born of a woman. His son born 

under the law. He came at the appointed time to redeem us. Everything good about us we 

received at our redemption. In Christ we have been redeemed with eternal value. We received 

our full rights as sons, Sons of God. 

Before we find in Vs 7 you were a slave, captive a prisoner. But you were set free as a child of 

God. We can cry Abba father. Abba is a term of familiarity. It is a term we would use like 

Daddy. We have that kind of relationship with the Heavenly Father, who spoke the universe into 

existence. Vs 7 since you are a son you are an heir. We have this great redemption. 

Vs 6 Spirit of God for all believers. You have faith in Christ? Then you have the Holy Spirit. 

You may be asked how are you doing and you respons is well, fine. But you are adopted sons of 

God. You relate intimately to the Creator of the univers. The Spirit of Christ is your heart when 



you were redeemed by God. From a theological perspective you are a child of God, something 

very special. Do you realize how special you are? I hope you do. God want has a special place in 

his heart for you. That is a Father’s heart. 

We have this privilege. It is available to you. This is singular vs 7, a son. It is Personal through 

faith. We have a family name in God’s family. In 1 John 3:1 we read; Behold what manner of 

love the Father has given unto us that we should be called the sons of God. You are a child of 

God, bear the name of Christ, live worthy of your family name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel: Preaching with Compassion, Galatians 4:8-20 

 

Whales are one of the most impressive creatures on earth. It’s amazing even to watch a film of 

them swimming in the ocean. They are an inspiration with their strength, majesty and freedom.  

                                               

But tragically with their immense size they become trapped when they have come too close to 

shore. For the beached whale the strength and freedom they had in the open water is gone. A 

beached wale is a horrible sight and the freedom the whale enjoyed in the open water vanished as 

the whale becomes enslaved by the sandbar. 

There was a situation where beached whales were rescued. Teams of people kept the whales wet 

while others worked to get the whales free from the sandbar that would cause their certain death 

if something were not done to help them. Once they became free they could return to the open 

water. 

The rescue worked, now free the whales returned again to the deep water to enjoy their freedom. 

But for some unknown reason one wale turned around and headed back for the sandbar and 

became beached again. Why? No one knows why this whale would return to the sandbar and be 

enslaved again as a beached whale. 

In the book of Galatians we find that Paul is perplexed. He loves the Galatian believers and they 

have done something as perplexing as the whale that was freed from the sandbar then would 

return to the sandbar again as a beached whale. 

The Galatians were living in spiritual bondage. But by the grace of God Paul visited the region 

and told them about salvation in Christ. Paul ministered in Galatia in all three of his missionary 



journeys. They responded to the gospel, grew in their faith and had a close relationship with 

Paul. For some unknown reason after receiving their freedom in Christ they took a turn back to 

bondage. They started following the regulations of the law. They came to Christ by grace but 

they were deceived to think they must continue by works and merit. 

Their relationship with Paul was fractured, their joy was lost and they found themselves back in 

spiritual bondage, like a whale headed back to the sandbar. Paul pleads with them not to continue 

in spiritual bondage. 

Why turn back? 

Why would whales with freedom turn back to the sandbar and get themselves beached again? 

Why would a butterfly with the freedom of flight want to return to crawling around as a 

caterpillar again? 

Paul has been tough with the Galatians. He started his letter by calling them foolish. He has been 

scholarly too; reasoning with them in a deeply theological way. Now he becomes tender. We see 

his pastoral heart here. He reminisces about their formally close relationship and calls them back 

to living in spiritual freedom. We see him express his deep compassion in these verses. 

Galatians 4:8-11 
Formerly, when you did not know God, you were slaves to those who by nature are not gods. 

9But now that you know God—or rather are known by God—how is it that you are turning back 

to those weak and miserable principles? Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over again? 

10You are observing special days and months and seasons and years! 11I fear for you, that 

somehow I have wasted my efforts on you. 

In the Old Testament we read and wonder why Israel would get freedom from Egypt and want to 

return to slavery again. Why would the Galatians of the first century with freedom in Christ want 

to turn back to the regulations of the law? Why would a Christian today saved by grace return to 

the bondage of sin? 

It is perplexing. It makes no sense. Paul is perplexed because what they have done is so foolish. 

Formally the Galatians lived as slaves in spiritual bondage. The Galatians worshipped false gods. 

In Acts 14:8-20 we read that Paul healed a crippled man in this region. It attracted a crowd and 

the Galatians mistakenly thought that Paul was a god who had come down in human form. They 

called Barnabas Zeus and they thought Paul was the god Hermes. The crowds wanted to offer 

sacrifices to them. But Paul called them to turn from these worthless things to the living God 

(Acts 14:15). 

They were saved and he told them Galatians 3:9 now you know God. They experienced a 

relationship with the living God. Paul rephrases his statement to be more technically correct and 

says; rather now you are known by God. This better describes their relationship with God. Not to 

allow the impression that they earned their salvation or merited it. 



Your salvation is God’s initiative. You did worship dead idols in the past but now you worship 

the living and true God. Why turn back? 

How can we understand it when someone who responds to God, gives evidence of repentance 

and faith, then is baptized as a testimony and then turns back. It is Perplexing! 

Paul knew the weight of ministry. He was anguished over his own people who were lost. He was 

anguished for those he ministered to and who were now shipwrecked in there faith. 

We know this anguish all to well. Where is so and so? They are not in church. They turned back 

to swim into the sandbar and beached themselves. They have exchanged freedom for slavery. It 

hurts when this happens. 

Don’t ask me to explain why this happens and don’t ask me to take it lightly. What Paul is 

displaying here is the Pastor’s heart. Part of being a Christian leader is to know anguish. When 

you saw someone who knew the joy and freedom in Christ turn back to spiritual slavery. 

Sometimes in ministry you find yourself emotionally down and perplexed. This comes with the 

territory of having compassion. If people do not respond to Christ it can tear you up. When 

people turn back to spiritual slavery it is agonizing. It is not right to get bitter about it, but it is 

not wrong not to be anguished over spiritual casualties. 

The Galatians were in Bondage to the Old Testament law. They started observing special days 

and months and seasons and years! Today some Christians return to bondage of the world 

system. It is returning to spiritual slavery. 

Paul just felt like everything he had done there had become wasted efforts if they remained under 

the influence of the Judaizers. Maybe he had in mind the time he laid there on the ground in 

Galatia after people threw rocks at him until they finally left him for dead, that effort now 

seemed in vain. It is exciting to see Galatia ministry expand and heart wrenching to see it 

slipping away. 

The Compassionate Plea 

Paul leaves deep theology behind. It is like you have been talking to a friend who wrecked their 

life by a foolish decision. 

Galatians 4:12-16 
I plead with you, brothers, become like me, for I became like you. You have done me no wrong. 

13As you know, it was because of an illness that I first preached the gospel to you. 14Even 

though my illness was a trial to you, you did not treat me with contempt or scorn. Instead, you 

welcomed me as if I were an angel of God, as if I were Christ Jesus himself. 15What has 

happened to all your joy? I can testify that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out 

your eyes and given them to me. 16Have I now become your enemy by telling you the truth? 



He pleaded with them. He has laid out the logical arguments why they should not go back to a 

system of works and now he pleads with them, don’t do it. I care too much for you to sit by and 

see you do this. Become like me with freedom in Christ. Paul spoke of identity. He became like 

them, he became all things to all men, to make them like him, having freedom in Christ. 

Paul also reminds them of the relationship they previously had. They would in the past do 

anything for him. I can testify ha says that, if you could have done so, you would have torn out 

your eyes and given them to me. 

Those who are back in bondage, no longer feel close to those walking closely with Christ. The 

truth becomes offensive. Paul asks them, what happened to your joy? They have lost that spring 

in their step. There is no longer a song in their heart. They made the great exchange originally 

trading their bondage for freedom. Now how could they exchange back for the bondage? Why go 

back to spiritual slavery? 

Zeal Needs the right Purpose 

Paul talks about religious zeal. It can be good or it can be bad depending on the purpose. Paul 

himself is a very zealous man. He is extremely fervent for his faith. Zeal is good with the right 

direction and for a good purpose. Some people can have a misguided zeal. The Judaizers who 

shipwrecked the Galatians were misguided like that. 

Galatians 4:17-20 
Those people are zealous to win you over, but for no good. What they want is to alienate you 

from us, so that you may be zealous for them. 18It is fine to be zealous, provided the purpose is 

good, and to be so always and not just when I am with you. 19My dear children, for whom I am 

again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you, 20how I wish I could be with you 

now and change my tone, because I am perplexed about you! 

Paul spoke to the believers in Galatia who had strayed as; my dear children. Paul compares his 

anguish for them to a delivering mothers labor pains to bring forth a child. For a mother the child 

is born and she forgets the pain. He went through much pain to take the gospel to them. He could 

not forget the pain, it was again a time of emotional pain as he writes to exhort them back to the 

right spiritual path. But if he could see them get right in their walk with the Lord again all the 

pain would all be worth it. 

Spiritual leader, like Paul you may have to deal with those who turn back. It is all too common. 

Paul’s example was to use appeal on to them with several different approaches. He was tough, 

called them foolish. He was deeply theological and explained in detail their error. In this passage 

he makes a passionate appeal. He preaches the gospel with deep heartfelt compassion. We need 

this kind of concern for the lost and for those who leave the freedom of Christ and return to a 

yoke of slavery. 

Christian, keep the faith and don’t turn back. You have known spiritual liberty, walk in it live in 

it. 



The Gospel: Shown by Allegory, Galatians 4:21-31 

 

 

One of the most widely read and influential books of all time was written from a jail cell by a 

Baptist minister. He was in England, in jail for twelve years for preaching without a license when 

he wrote it. The title of the book is Pilgrims Progress and the author is John Bunyan. 

                                                                 

There are probably many reasons why this book has been so widely read and remained in print 

for over three hundred and twenty years since it was first published 1678. What is so appealing 

about the book is that it is an allegory. Every part of the book has a deeper and hidden meeting. 

One example from Pilgrims Progress is when a man is led into a parlor, full of dust that has 

never been swept, this man swept it, and the dust flew up and choked him. Then a woman 

sprinkled the floor with water and when she finished sweeping it was clean. 

There is more to it than just a story of sweeping and cleaning. 

The parlor- is the heart of man. 

The dust- is sin, inward corruption. . 

Sweeping- The law, sweeping could not clean, choked him 

Water sprinkled- The Gospel that cleans. 

The whole book is filled with this kind of illustration of the Christian life. It is an excellent book 

using allegory. 

But the use of allegory has also been very harmful. People take the Bible and do their own 

allegorizing. They give every part a deeper meaning. For example, they find spurious meaning to 

the Good Samaritan story that Jesus told in response question, Who is my neighbor? 

Jesus teaches who your neighbor is. He is teaching how to really love your neighbor. People 

have found every imaginable meaning from every intricate part of the parable. The Samaritan, 

Priest, Levi. People have misused allegory to justify their particular type of church traditions, 

their cultural whims and even their prejudices. 

When we study Christian history we find the reformation played a role in interpreting the Bible. 

As a general rule now we reject the allegorical method of interpreting Scripture. It does make the 

interpreter seem smart. The listener is left thinking, how did he get that meaning? 



Using an allegorical method to interpret the Bible will lead to reading into scripture our 

preconceived ideas. Our goal is to let the teachings of Scripture flow out of the Bible. 

That is why Galatians 4:21-31 is unique. It is the only place in the New Testament to use 

allegory from the Old Testament. So we should remember a couple of things when we come to 

this Scripture passage. One is that Paul took Old Testament history literally. And also he 

believed Abraham, Sarah and Hagar were historical figures. 

That is what separates this passage from the liberal Bible scholars who allegorize the fall of man, 

flood, Jonah etc, but what the Bible teaches as history, Paul accepted as historical. 

Paul was writing under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit so when he says in another occasion the 

rock in the wilderness was Christ, this is not a license for us to find our own meanings in the 

minute details of Scripture. 

We must find what the Scripture means in its context. In addition we must find the principles in 

Scripture and prayerfully apply them to our lives today. 

Gods Promise to Abraham 

When we read Galatians 4:21-31 we will find some stark contrasts. 

• The Law verses the Gospel. 

• Bondage Verses Freedom. 

• Salvation by works verses salvation by Grace. 

Galatians 3:21-23 
Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says? 22For it is 

written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman. 

23His son by the slave woman was born in the ordinary way; but his son by the free woman was 

born as the result of a promise. 

These events are recorded in Geneses 15-21. When Abraham was seventy five years old God 

promised him he would be the father of a great nation. He was told he would have a son from his 

own body with numerous offspring. So numerous as the dust, even as numerous as the stars of 

the sky. 

Sarah was sixty five years old when this promised came. So they waited. They waited a month, a 

year etc. A decade later when Abraham was eighty five and Sarah seventy five they still had not 

conceived a child. Abraham and Sarah were frustrated. They took matters into their own hands. 

Sarah’s biological clock had run out. 

They decided to build their family through Sarah’s maidservant Hagar. They would save God the 

embarrassment of an unfulfilled promise they must have thought. Hagar, the slave women, 

conceived and gave birth to the son Ishmael. 



The way of flesh causes problems. Trying to do God’s work in our strength is like shaking an 

hourglass to make the sand pass through quicker. A problem arises whenever we try to achieve 

in our own efforts what only God can do. 

At ninety-nine years old God appears to Abraham. This child will come by miracle of God, not 

by human effort. When Abraham was one hundred years old and Sarah ninety years old Isaac 

was born. Twenty five years later the promise of God realized in miraculous fashion through 

Sarah. 

There is a stark contrast between these two sons. They have the same father, but different 

mothers. The son of slave woman Hagar is Ishmael. He was born through sinful human effort of 

an ordinary birth. 

The son of Sarah is Isaac. He was the child of promise. There was nothing ordinary about his 

birth. It could be explained by nothing but the hand of God. 

Interpretation 

There is a deeper meaning already in the historical text. The Jews say we are the child of the 

promise. Paul has his figurative lesson. Paul is speaking figuratively about the two sons 

representing the two covenants. With respect to historical context Paul makes a spiritual 

implication. 

Galatians 4:24-27 
These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. One covenant is 

from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. 25Now Hagar stands 

for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because she is in 

slavery with her children. 26But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother. 

27For it is written: 

                                “Be glad, O barren woman, 

                                 who bears no children; 

                                 break forth and cry aloud, 

                                 you who have no labor pains; 

                                 because more are the children of the desolate woman 

                                 than of her who has a husband.” 

The two covenants are law and grace. Hagar represents the law. This represents the covenant 

made at Mount Sinai. We find that Mount Sinai is not in the promise land. It lies outside the 

promise land. It represents the way of human effort. 

Jews boasted of being children of Abraham. They were quick to say that Sarah’s offspring was 

the child of promise. We are the chosen people in the promise land. Paul is a Jew and he was the 

most zealous until a dramatic Christian conversion. 

There is a principle here. Are you seeking righteousness by the law? The law was given at Mount 

Sinai outside the promise land. If you are seeking a righteousness by good works then your 



religion is mans efforts to achieve God’s promise. You are in bondage. You are like the child 

born to Hagar, enslaved. 

Those who belong to Jesus Christ are the children of promise. The Jews have their religious 

center in Jerusalem. This is an earthly, man made city. Those in Christ have a heavenly 

citizenship. In Christ you belong to a heavenly Jerusalem from above. 

A follower of Christ can go to Jerusalem and to the site of the temple there, stand at the Western 

Wall. But that is not the center of your religion. Our religious center is the heavenly Jerusalem. 

Look up where Christ is. 

Paul tells the Judaizers the same message that John the Baptist gave, that Jesus gave. You must 

have a spiritual birth. To be a child of promise is not about being a physical descendent of 

Abraham. A child of the promise is about being a spiritual descendent. This spiritual meaning is 

consistent with the Old Testament historical context. 

Hagar and Sarah represent the contrast of law and Grace. The Galatian Christians were being 

deceived into thinking the law would bring them blessing. Paul wants them to see what we really 

find there. 

Ishmael, Hagar son represents those seeking righteousness through good works. Isaac, Sarah’s 

son represents righteousness through faith. 

Paul quotes Isaiah 54:1 

“Sing, O barren woman, 

you who never bore a child; 

burst into song, shout for joy, 

you who were never in labor; 

because more are the children of the desolate woman 

than of her who has a husband,” 

says the LORD. 

This is the Old Testament prophecy to the Jews in exile. God’s miracle is through the promise 

and is fulfilled in Christ. 

Application 

Galatians 4:28-31 

Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29At that time the son born in the 

ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. 30But what 

does the Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman’s son will 

never share in the inheritance with the free woman’s son.” 31Therefore, brothers, we are not 

children of the slave woman, but of the free woman. 

All religion outside of faith in Christ is mans effort to relate to God outside the miracle of 

spiritual birth. You were born again by the power of the Spirit. Good works and salvation and 



grace are incompatible. Expect persecution from those who try to merit salvation. Ishmael 

persecuted Isaac. 

The law keeping and grace living will always clash. Paul is upset because, the Christians he 

loved are trading the promise land for the desert. They should be walking by faith and they were 

walking by sight. You were born again by the Spirit, not by efforts of the flesh. Don’t live the 

spiritual life in the energy of the flesh. Live in a way that is consistent with your spiritual 

birthright. 

Don’t trade God’s way for mans way. Don’t trade freedom for bondage. Crucify the flesh. Stop 

manipulation. Start trusting. Live by Faith and by the power of the Spirit. Don’t try to achieve 

what only God can do. Nothing is too difficult for God. 

God will bless those who live by faith not those who live by sight, not by flesh. Is your 

citizenship in the spiritual heavenly Jerusalem? Are you a spiritual descendent of Abraham? Is 

your faith in Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel: Freedom, Galatians 5:1-12 

 

                                                  

In my University literature class the professor would return the paper with comments on the 

paper like; give further explanation, clarify or expand this point. This professor had a system 

where you could re-write a paper and re-submit it for a higher grade. 

I decided to take the professor up on this and I re-wrote one of my papers. My grade was higher 

on my re-write. I decided to re-write my re-write and then you guessed it, I re-wrote my rewrite 

of my re-written paper. Each time my grade was a little higher. I found out that no matter how 

many times you re-write there is always room for improvement. 

We constantly improve, but God is not like us. He is perfect. There is no room for improvement 

in anything that He does. You can’t improve on perfect. There is nothing to re-write. 

When God became man he came to us, walked this earth in the person Jesus Christ. He lived the 

perfect life. He became the perfect sacrifice. Paul wrote the book of Galatians because some 

people could not accept Christ’s work on the cross as complete and perfect. They felt that it was 

good, but not enough. 

They taught that we must also work, do merit, achieve in order to be accepted by God and earn 

salvation. We can’t add to the work of Christ. We cannot earn our salvation. It comes only by the 

grace of God. 

Why you were set free.  

Galatians 5:1 
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 

burdened again by a yoke of slavery.  

When you trusted Jesus Christ as your savior something wonderful happened. Your sins were 

forgiven. Your heart was free. Christ set you free from the bondage of sin, so that we could live 

free. 

Now you are fee from the law and regulations that bind us. Free to really obey moral principles 

of God. For freedom you were set free. Protect that freedom. 

I have been watching a video of a rodeo. The bucking bronco rushes out of the gate and runs 

wild. They don’t take being fitted with reigns, saddles, harnesses or bridles lightly. They will 



protect their freedom and buck off the rider. It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand 

firm. 

Paul uses the illustration of oxen yoked together. They have a wooden contraption around their 

neck so they can be controlled. Satan had you in control bound in sin. You have been saved by 

grace now stand firm. Resist the bondage. Don’t let anyone tell you that Christ’s death on the 

cross is not enough. Don’t listen if they tell say that now you must earn God’s favor. 

Freedom is a precious thing. Don’t live like a prisoner in the land of freedom. It doesn’t mean we 

sin that grace may abound. It means we serve in love. Don’t let anyone bind you with the yoke of 

legalism. Don’t let them deceive you with a works oriented religion. 

Christ says my yoke is easy, my burden is light Matthew 11:29. The Judaizers have a yoke of 

slavery. Don’t tolerate their legalism. Buck it off like a wild horse bucks off the cowboy who is 

trying to bridle it. 

A Freedom threatened  

Galatians 2:2-6 
Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no 

value to you at all. 3Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is 

obligated to obey the whole law. 4You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated 

from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit 

the righteousness for which we hope. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.  

Jesus paid it all. We did not contribute to our salvation with any good works. We can’t contribute 

or merit or salvation. We didn’t help. If we submit to legalism our freedom in Christ is 

threatened. Then as this passage says Christ will be of no value to you at all. 

A system of human achievement is contradictory of a system of grace. Christianity is about grace 

through faith. Everything else is about human achievement. Christ becomes of no value to you. 

This doesn’t mean you lose your reservation in heaven when you resort to a legalistic system. 

But you lose the joy. You lose the power. You lose the peace and the abundant life. You are 

living like mere men. This happens by living licentiously in uninhibited sin, but also when we 

resort to human effort, rules and regulation. 

You become Bound to keep the whole law. 

Galatians 2:3 
Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the 

whole law. 

One sin is equal to total depravity. You need to know what the system of works really is. 



Have you fallen away From Grace? 

Galatians 2:4 
You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away 

from grace. 

This is not referring to losing you salvation. Eternal life is eternal and you don’t lose it when we 

blow it by sin or by legalism. Paul calls them the children of promise and his brothers in Christ in 

verse 4:28. He expects them to put off the old system that they have now foolishly adopted and 

he calls them to live by the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus tells us about eternal security for the believer in John 10:28 when he says, I give them 

eternal life, and they shall never perish, no one can snatch them out of my hand. Or we read in 

Romans 8:35 Nothing shall separate us from the love of God. 

But when we take Galatians 2:4 in context it means we left the life of living by God’s grace. We 

are saved by faith and we are to live by faith. Fallen from grace means we are not walking by 

faith, but walking by sight. We are called to live by faith. We continue to walk by faith. 

By faith we await our eternal state. 

Galatians 2:5 
But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. 

By faith we await the day we will receive glorified bodies with no more tears, no more pain. We 

await all the fullness of our salvation in the second coming of Jesus. 

Circumcision has nothing to do with it. Don’t first become a Jew, but come directly to Christ (1 

Corinthians 7:17-20) Jesus death conquered the power of sin. 

Warning to those who hinder freedom  

Galatians 5:7-12 
You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the truth? 8That 

kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9″A little yeast works through the 

whole batch of dough.” 10I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one 

who is throwing you into confusion will pay the penalty, whoever he may be. 11Brothers, if I am 

still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the 

cross has been abolished. 12As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and 

emasculate themselves! 

Paul was using the imagery of an athletic competition; running a race. Paul uses the analogy 

from a footrace. Spiritually the Galatians had been hindered. Someone cut in and knocked them 

down. Someone kept them from obeying the truth. Run in such a way you will finish and wind 

the prize. 



A system of legalism is not from God. The teaching that came from the Judaizers came from 

man. All religion is works orientated but faith in Christ is God originated. 

Watch out for the Leven. This bondage spreads. Jesus referred to leaven of the Pharisees as sin in 

selfish effort that spreads. It can effect the whole congregations. Don’t let it in your life. Stand 

firm in the freedom of the Spirit. It is the Bible, the Holy Spirit and love that are the driving 

forces spiritual. It is not rules, traditions and prejudices. Don’t get caught in the rut of human 

regulation. 

Paul is positive and confident of change in these foolish believers. The Legalists will be judged 

by God. Pray for backsliders and restore them gently. Paul is preaching grace. But he is hard 

with those who are telling these believers they now must be circumsized to please God. There is 

nothing in circumcision, no physical act makes for that matter that makes us right with God. 

They have bewitched the Galatians and Paul says they might as well go all the way and commit 

self castration. In His comments on this phrase Paul uses here Herschel Hobbs says that this is 

the equivalent of saying that the one who believe baptism saves you, he should go drown 

himself. 

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. We are called to seek God. Trust Christ by faith. You 

were saved by grace. The result is freedom. You who are saved stand firm in your freedom. It is 

for freedom that Christ has set us free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel: Love Galatians 5:13-15 

 

There was a woman who was married to a domineering husband that demanded her 

to follow a list of duties. His demands were full of regulations and the marriage 

was drudgery for that woman.  

  

Her husband died and she later remarried. This time her marriage was based on 

love. It was not like the one she previously had, a marriage of regulation which 

required a list of dos and don’ts. One day she found her old list that was written by 

her first husband and she read the list of all his demands.  

  

When she read the list she was surprised to realize that she was doing everything 

her first husband demanded and more. She was now doing all of this willfully and 

even joyfully. That is the power of love. 

  

In Galatians 5:13-15 we find the counterbalance to Grace. It is Love. Christ’s love 

keeps us from sinning. Christ’s love is more powerful than rules and regulations 

could ever be.    

  

Throughout the book of Galatians the theme has been the same. Have nothing to do 

with legalism or salvation by works. Avoid it like the plague. Avoid a system of 

living that earns favor of God through regulations, rules or human effort. Stand 

against all of that.  

  

Salvation is an undeserved gift of God. Receive it freely. You will never earn your 

salvation. It comes only through faith in Christ because Jesus Christ paid it all. 

Your salvation is all by grace.  

  

Galatians 5:13-15 

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge 

the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. 14 The entire law is summed 

up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”15 If you keep on 

biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 

  

Freedom in Christ does not mean a freedom to sin. It is not a freedom to indulge in 

the sinful nature. It’s a freedom to obey Christ. It is a new kind of freedom that we 

never had before. If we are under grace then anything goes right? Wrong. Spiritual 

liberty is not liberty to sin. It is liberty from sin.  



  

It is wrong when freedom is abused. Love is what balances grace. Spiritual liberty 

is not a license to indulge the sinful nature. Rather it is a call to serve one another 

in love. Read the Sermon on the Mount to discover that even though Christians are 

not under the law we are called to go beyond the law.  
  

   

Live as free men. Don’t use your freedom as a cover up for evil (1 Peter 2:16). It 

was for freedom that Christ set you free. You were called to be free.  

  

This is underscored in Titus 2:11-12: For the grace of God that brings salvation 

has appeared to all men. 12It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly 

passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age. 
  

   

The law of the OT is full of detailed regulations. We don’t fulfill the law by 

observing all those regulations. We fulfill the law when we put love into action. 

It’s true that love is all you need, but it must be Christ’s love. In Christ’s love you 

are related right to God and to each other. Observing the law’s regulations is 

external. Love is an internal principle.  

  

Jesus silenced the Sadducees and Pharisees. (Mark 12:28-34) They could not argue 

against the principle of love. The great commandment is first to love God and 

secondly to love your neighbor. Your neighbor is your fellow man. The law is 

fulfilled when you serve one another in love. Love goes beyond the letter to the 

Spirit of the law.   

  

Paul is writing this letter because legalism had its foothold in Galatia. Legalism is 

the opposite of love. Legalism never promotes love. Legalism is self seeking, it’s 

petty, judgmental prideful.  

  

Love does not seek its own. Love is not selfless, but legalism is. Love doesn’t keep 

account of wrong, legalism does. Because the church in Galatia were operating out 

of legalism instead of love it’s not surprising that the Galatians had infighting. Paul 

says they were acting like animals fighting and devouring each other.  

  

In the movie the Lion King the hyenas have moved in and run the pride. They 

move in and bite and devour. All this infighting turns their paradise into a 

wasteland. It is what legalism does to a church. It is tragic when biting and 

devouring takes place in the church.  



  

There is too much dog eat dog mentality in the church. It is a bad testimony. 

People want refuge from that in the church. Paul says your biting and devouring 

will destroy you. When you bite and devour you are destroying others and 

yourself. Serve one another in love. Only love can heal people’s wounds. You need 

the power of Christ. Let the love of Christ fill your heart.  
  

Love takes us beyond the law. With love we can really serve one another. This 

can’t happen until you know Christ by faith. Have you put your faith in Christ? 

Are you walking by the Spirit in faith, not by flesh? Let the love of Christ fill your 

heart.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel: Spirit Led, Galatians 5:16-21 

 

 

It can be a shocking discovery. It takes place in the slums of our big cities. It takes place in 

upscale suburban subdivisions. And it is taking place right now inside of your mouth. Maybe you 

have seen the mouthwash commercials that show the inside of a mouth magnified by one 

thousand times. 

There is a war going on inside of you right now. There are germs inside of you working to harm 

you. But there are also antibodies working to protect your teeth and gums from their destructive 

properties. 

You probably can’t read this now. You may just want to run to the nearest bathroom cabinet and 

grab the Listerine and start gargling. But don’t leave yet because I want to bring up something 

even worse going on inside you. There is an internal civil war and no mouthwash is going to help 

this. A spiritual battle wages within you. 

Galatians 5:16-21 
So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17For the 

sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful 

nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18But if you 

are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 

19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 

20idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, 

factions 21and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those 

who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

The conflict 

We hate to admit it but in our pulpits, our choir lofts, our Sunday school classes and all 

throughout our churches we have a bunch of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hydes. We have two natures and 

they are diametrically opposed. The sinful nature verses the spiritual nature. Each nature desires 

what is contrary to the other. 

All Christians have this internal conflict. Those who do not know Christ do not have this internal 

conflict. They have only one nature. This is the sinful nature. The problem for them is that you 

cannot reform or discipline the sinful nature to meet God’s standards. The lost stand condemned 

before God. 

When we come to Christ, place our faith in Jesus then the Spirit of Christ, The Holy Spirit in our 

heart. We are regenerated. From that point on we have a Spiritual nature. God has forgiven your 

sins, past, present and future, but the sinful nature still remains with us. 



You have no doubt seen lot of cartoons that show the cartoon character with an angel on one 

shoulder and a devil on the other shoulder. That concept is mythical, but it does underscore the 

reality that there are two natures, one nature is the Spiritual nature and is about the things of God 

and the other is the sinful nature and is about the things against God. 

All Christians have this internal battle. Who is winning, the sinful nature or the spiritual nature? 

When we see a life which manifests selfish ambition, pride, jealousy then it is the sinful nature 

prevailing. 

When we see a life characterized by peace, joy and love then we know the spiritual nature is 

prevailing. Paul talks of his struggle in Romans 7:17-18 “As it is, it is no longer I myself who do 

it, but it is sin living in me. 18I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. 

For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. But her in Galations he tells 

Galatians to live by the Spirit. And you will not satisfy the sinful nature” 

One day we won’t have this sin struggle. When a Christian dies and goes to be with the Lord or 

when Jesus returns and the believer receives his glorified body we will have no sinful nature. But 

until then we must be constantly reminded to live the Spirit led life. 

It’s our only way to be effective as a Christian. Our prayer life, Bible study and witnessing can 

be powerful if we do what the Scripture commands here, live be the Spirit. 

There are two alternative extremes we must avoid, that of licentious living a sinful lifestyle and 

the other is legalism, living an empty rulebook Christianity. But living by the Spirit puts us in a 

whole different dimension, the spiritual dimension. 

The problem is the sinful nature. 

The sinful nature stays with you even after you are a new creation in Christ. You could join the 

most secluded fortified monastery and your sinful nature will be right there with you. You can’t 

get away from your sinful nature. It accompanies you to church, prayer meetings and spiritual 

retreats. 

You can get yourself away from the things that feed the sinful nature, but you can’t get away 

from your sinful nature. The sin nature is within us, but doesn’t need to control us. It manifests 

itself in all sorts of ugliness. 19The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, 

witchcraft, orgies . 

I wish that were the whole list, witchcraft, drunkenness and orgies. All and all most Christians do 

a good job staying away from these biggies. But it doesn’t mean we are Spirit filled Christians 

when we eliminate witchcraft and drunkenness form our lives. 

Look at the others sins that are seen when the sinful nature prevails; discord, jealousy, fits of 

rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy. 



Most of these sins we can mask over and look respectable to everyone except God. But it is sin. 

It goes against what the Bible says in Galatians 5:13. Do not indulge the sinful nature. If you do 

you’re losing the spiritual battle. You risk being ineffective as a Christian. 

Someone will say something that has to be from their sinful nature and then guess what happens? 

Just about everything on this list of sins except for witchcraft and drunkenness well up inside me. 

Their sinful nature touched off my own sinful nature. 

Look at Galatians 5:21 I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit 

the kingdom of God. 

Should we question our salvation when immorality, selfish ambition prevail and in short when 

the sinful nature is in control? 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness 

of God. 

If you have Christ you have the righteousness of Christ. There is therefore no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Jesus. These sins indicate a spiritual problem. Not that you are not saved 

but that you are backslidden. 

If you live in these sins ongoing and habitually then that is an indication it is more than a 

backslidden condition but that you never made a genuine commitment to Christ. If the sin nature 

is the only experience you have ever had and you have not experienced the Spiritual nature and 

its fruit then any profession of faith wasn’t real. You need to commit your life to Christ. 

Are you ready for the higher plain living? It is available now. God wants you to have it. So I say 

live by the Spirit. Maybe you have seen spiritual fruit in your life but your living in the flesh and 

you know it. Get back to the Spiritual dimension, recommit your life. Live victoriously. So I say, 

live by the Spirit. 

If God is to work it will be through a person allowing God’s Spirit to control them. You must 

acknowledge that the sinful nature is in control. You must ask Christ to be Lord of your life and 

ask God for the Spiritual nature to prevail. The solution is not the law; the solution is the Spirit of 

God. 

 

 

 

 

 



Spiritual Fruit Galatians 5:22-26 

 

                                             

Your life should be more than a flurry of activity. You were meant to produce spiritual fruit. Paul 

uses the imagery of fruit trees to illustrate this. What you want out of a fruit tree is fruit. In the 

Christian life what we want is spiritual fruit. 

Wouldn’t it be great if every time that you received a harsh criticism you returned it with a 

response of kindness? That is what it is like for the believer who has the fruit of the Spirit 

manifested in their life. 

Wouldn’t it be great the next time you are wronged, instead of rage your response was patience? 

On top of that you experienced a sense of joy in your life even during the time you were 

wronged. 

What if the next time you faced uncertainty instead of agitation and inward churning you had a 

sense of peace. We may not see much of this, but it is what we desperately need. Nothing will 

take your life of disorder and replace it with a sense satisfaction and harmony than when the 

Holy Spirit is working, bearing spiritual fruit in your life. The answer lies right here in this 

passage of scripture on spiritual fruit. 

Galatians 5:22-26 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24Those who belong to Christ 

Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25Since we live by the Spirit, 

let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each 

other. 

When rightly applied everything you do will have meaning and purpose. The spiritual fruit of 

love, joy, and peace will be characteristics that fill your inward being. Patience, kindness and 

goodness will characterize your relationship with others. These inward and outward 

characteristics are the result of God’s Holy Spirit at work in you. You can experience a spiritual 

Cinderella story. A spiritual transformation that takes you from spiritual rags to abundant 

spiritual riches. 

Spiritual fruit is different than a spiritual gift. When you come to Christ God gives you one or 

more gifts to use in the body of Christ. You are unique. God has gifted you in a special way. Not 

everybody has every gift. But the fruit of the Spirit should be manifested in every life. 



Can you visualize it? Can you see your life bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit? Can you just 

imagine what your life would be like if the Holy Spirit really manifested His work in every area 

of your life? Everywhere you went you would be a source of God’s presence. 

At a family gathering you would really be able to love your relatives. You conversations would 

leave other family members with a desire to know the Lord. This is when people movements 

happen along family lines. When love, joy and peace are produced through you your marriage 

will be a blessing to you and your spouse. You love with a deep love of the Lord. 

The routine things at the barber shop or hair salon and a visit to the dentist or doctor office will 

become opportunities that change people’s lives because you will witness about Christ. Talking 

about Jesus will be flowing from you. That is what the Holy Spirit does, magnify Christ. 

The People who see you at work day in and day out will notice there is something different about 

you. They will see you and they will wonder why you are different. When the opportunity arises 

they will seek you out and ask you why. They have seen your life so that makes your spoken 

explanation of the gospel powerful. 

It happens and it could happen to you. This is what God desires in your life. This is what is 

available to you. You ask, how do I get that kind of victory? What must I do to have that kind of 

triumph? 

Following the verse on the fruit of the spirit we find a step by step way to experience this fruit. 

There is a simple application to make this life lifestyle change available right now. 

We must start by crucifying the sinful nature. This is another way to say repentance. 

Galatians 5:24 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 

We nail the sinful nature to the cross. Yes, your sinful nature was delivered a death blow when 

you came to Christ. But just a reminder that Jesus gave Satan a death blow when he went to the 

cross and rose again, but Satan still wreaks havoc. He still kills and steals and destroys. 

The sinful nature is still a part of you until you are in heaven. Yes when we become a Christian 

we nail the sinful nature to the cross. But as it has been expressed, we try to take it down again. 

We need to nail our sinful nature to the cross where it belongs. It is a beautiful word picture of 

real repentance. We are grieved when we think or do something that goes against Christ. We 

acknowledge it and turn from it as an act of the will. 

Our lives are to be a living sacrifice. The problem of a living sacrifice is that it crawls off the 

altar. We deal over and over with the sinful nature that is the description in Galatians 5:15-16 

Those who want the fruit of the Spirit must consciously crucify the sinful nature. This is our true 

repentance before God. What grieves God grieves you. It is a U-turn, an about face. 



We are instructed to keep in Step with the Holy Spirit (Faith) Galatians 5:25. This would be a 

great life verse. We make a fresh faith commitment to Christ. 

Galatians 5:25 

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

We must order our lives by the leadership of the Holy Spirit. If you walk with somebody in step 

you don’t run ahead and you don’t lag behind. God’s purpose runs through history and we are 

called to keep in step. 

There are plenty of illustrations of those who are out of step. One of them is Peter drawing his 

sword in Gethsemane. You can spend time praying that God will order your steps. When you are 

in step with God you will accomplish more. Ask the Lord to order your steps. Walk in harmony 

with God’s purpose and plan. This is faith. 

We are to avoid conceit, pride, provoking and envying. We must stop these to avoid getting off 

track. Nail your sinful nature to the cross and keep in step with the Spirit. Your life will be 

exciting. You will find God will use you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gospel: Caring and Sharing Galatians 6:1-10 

In Galatians chapter 5 there has been an emphasis on freedom in Christ, commitment to love and 

Walking in the Holy Spirit. These are more than just high falutin theories, but are meant to be 

worked out in practical ways.  

The Spirit filled walk with Christ will make a practical difference here and now. It will mean that 

we are caring about others. It will lead us to sharing our resources and doing good to all.  

Galatians 6:1-10 

Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But 

watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. 2Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you 

will fulfill the law of Christ. 3If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives 

himself. 4Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without 

comparing himself to somebody else, 5for each one should carry his own load. 

6Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor. 

7Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8The one who sows to 

please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the 

Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 

proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10Therefore, as we have opportunity, let 

us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers. 

One of the responsibilities for those who are in step with the Spirit is to restore the fallen ones 

and to restore them gently. There is a tremendous reclamation and restoration ministry out there. 

We are to restore the fallen away like a doctor would set a broken bone so it can heal.  

When the Spirit of God moves people are restored and gently brought back into fellowship. We 

want to see more of this kind of powerful restoration. They are gently restored. Is someone on 

your heart who has fallen into the world? Ask God to use you to restore them.  

Galatians 6:2 

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

It would be worth your looking at a Sermon that George Truitt preached in 1917 on Galatians 6:2 

and 5 on Burdens. Click here for Truitt sermon  

There are some heavy burdens that people carry. Many believers are shouldering some very 

heavy loads. Support groups have a tremendous power to share the burden with people who care.  

When Holy Spirit is moving people care like that. They are restoring the backslidden and helping 

people carry the tremendous burden they find themselves under whether that burden is guilt, 

depression or other problems of all sorts.  

Don’t think you are too important for this kind of work (Vs 3). This kind of sensitive ministry is 

for the spiritual (Vs 4). Don’t think you are better than the one you are trying to restore. Test 

your own actions not comparing yourself to others.  



There is a different emphasis in Vs 5 than we found in vs 2. Here is instruction about carrying 

your own burden. It is a different word for burden than in vs 2. Not the crushing blows of life 

that one could not and should not bear alone. But what is placed on your shoulders like a pack.  

Spirit filled Christian cares and shares. There is a call to give generously (Vs 6-8) 

The teacher of God’s Word is to be supported. Even as early as the first century there were 

teachers of the Word supported by God’s people. I am glad to know that it is not some distortion 

that came out of the dark ages of the church.  

Paul worked as a tentmaker but did receive a gift from Philippi. Paul taught here and elsewhere 

that supporting God’s servants is the outgrowth of a Spirit led congregation. A spiritual church 

and spiritual Christian share finances and share burdens.  

We find the principle of sowing and reaping (Vs 7-8) The farmer knows if you sow weeds you 

reap weeds. God is not mocked. Sow in the sinful nature you will reap destruction. Sow in 

Spiritual and you will reap eternal blessings. Once it is harvest time it is too late to change what 

you sow. But right now you can start sowing in the spiritual.  

Don’t get weary Doing Good (Vs9-10). Perhaps the fallen away just got weary. They felt their 

perseverance didn’t really matter. We need to continue serving the Lord in patience. There are so 

many examples of people who worked patiently for years serving the Lord and then saw the 

results. There may be a particular season when you can get weary. It can be hard people get 

weary easily. The harvest will come. We might wait a long time. Serving the Lord will requires 

persistence and often patience.  

The Bible says you will reap a harvest if you don’t give up. Paul faced a lot of discouragement. 

So many of the churches he planted and nurtured spiritually had problems. Despite that he stayed 

at it. He revisited them and wrote them letters to help them get back on course. He claimed the 

promise he made. Let us do good to all people especially other Christians.  

People get burned out in serving the Lord. Don’t let it happen to you. Keep doing good and be 

patient. You may need to wait for the spiritual harvest. In the meantime you should be caring, 

sharing and patiently doing good. The eternal rewards are incredible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What Really Counts Galatians 6:11-16 

Some things are simply more important than others. When you receive junk mail do you give it 

the same importance as priority mail? I use a different wake up call system when I have an early 

morning appointment that is really important. I may set two alarms if I do not want to be late 

under any circumstance and there have even been three alarm appointments for me before.  

  

In the realm of our spiritual lives there are some things that really, really matter. We are told 

what really counts. Paul closes the letter to the Galatians with his own hand and using large 

letters. It would be like using bold print in an email. It is his way of saying pay close attention to 

this section of the letter.  

  

Galatians 6:11-16 
  

 fxx ã{tà ÄtÜzx ÄxààxÜá \ âáx tá \ ãÜ|àx àÉ çÉâ 
ã|à{ Åç ÉãÇ {tÇw4  
    12Those who want to make a good impression outwardly are trying to compel you to be 

circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 

13Not even those who are circumcised obey the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that 

they may boast about your flesh. 14May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 15Neither 

circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything; what counts is a new creation. 16Peace and 

mercy to all who follow this rule, even to the Israel of God. 

  

So what doesn’t count? Even in this section of great importance Paul tells us what, in the realm 

of religion we need to pay little attention to, it does not matter.  

  

We need not give importance to outward impression. Paul makes sure you know that your 

spiritual life is not about being seen with the right people. It is not about good impressions in the 

realm of the spiritual. It’s about what is going on inside.  

  

When we do things that make others think we are great Christians, and our hearts are far from 

God that’s hypocrisy. We don’t want to be like a shinny apple that looks beautiful and is rotten 

on the inside. God is not concerned about outward appearance. 

  

Certainly when our heart is right with God it will affect the area people see. Paul has made that 

point with his spiritual fruit analogy in that we will see a life of patience, peace and gentleness. 

Be sure to put the horse before the cart. Focus on your inward relationship with God. It is not 

about the outward things.   

  

You might impress man by outward appearance. If you carry the right Bible, dress nice and 

attend prestigious church meetings that might make a good impression. But don’t neglect what 



really counts, your relationship with God, your prayer life, time in God’s Word. It is more 

important to have a pure heart before God. The Pharisees tithed, fasted and prayed publically and 

missed the point.   

  

Christianity brings a sense of inner peace but it doesn’t keep us from persecution. Paul talked 

about people who act the way they do to avoid persecution. If standing up for truth means 

persecution then we must stand up for truth. We are not called to sidestep persecution. That is 

not a priority for Christians.  

  

We are called to stand for truth and if that means persecution then so be it. Our faith might 

become as Paul says the cross of Christ is an offense. The cross will be an offense to a lost 

world. Some are saved and grateful others are hardened and resentful.  

  

 The cross is an offence because it confronts of with the fact that we are sinners and helpless to 

save ourselves. It confronts us with the fact that we must repent and put our faith in Jesus Christ. 

But if the cross causes offence and even means we are persecuted then let it be so. We are not 

called to sidestep persecution.  

  

14May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

  

What really counts? The cross really counts. The only thing we boast in is the cross? Boast in a 

cruel instrument of torture? We boast in what was a common way of executing criminals in a 

horrible degrading death. Boast in that? Yes. 

  

The cross is the power unto salvation and our only hope for eternal life. The cross demonstrates 

just how far God will go to save us. It’s more than just that blood was shed on the cross. It’s 

whose blood, the Son of God that makes the cross a source of boasting.  

  

The cross is the central point on human history. Through the cross the world no longer has a hold 

on us. What really counts for us is the cross.   

  

What really counts for you personally is a new creation. This is the inward transformation in 

Jesus Christ when His work on the cross counts for you personally. Nothing else in all of life 

could matter more to you than becoming a new creation in Christ. Peace and mercy will follow 

to all who come to Christ by faith. It’s the highest priority. Put your faith in Christ to experience 

a spiritual birth. You will glory in the cross? Will you boast in the cross? That’s what counts.  

  

Express your faith in Jesus through prayer. 

Your prayer of faith 
  

Dear God. I know you created me to be in fellowship with you. I thank you that you sent your 

Son, Jesus to this earth to die on the cross for me. I acknowledge that I am a sinner and need 

forgiveness. I want to turn from my sins and invite you, Lord Jesus into my heart. I desire to 

know the truth that sets me free. I want to trust you as my savior and Lord and follow you from 

now on. I pray this in Jesus name, Amen. 

  



Did you sincerely pray this prayer to God?  

  

When you turned from your sin and put your faith in Christ you received Christ. You can know 

for sure you will spend eternity in heaven. “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 

right to become children of God, to them that believe on His name” (John 1:12). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


